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TOWARDS EFFICIENT BUILDING 


[" is rarely that architects, surveyors and builders agree so wholeheartedly as they 
did at the conference on training called by the Joint Consultative Committee; 
on this occasion, moreover, their agreement was endorsed by representatives of the 
engineers and clerks of works. From all sides support was given in clear and 
unequivocal words to the principle that training for all technical and administrative 
branches of the industry would benefit if it were co-ordinated in such a way as to 
inculcate at an early stage the team spirit which is the essential of good building, to 
develop the proper appreciation by each student of the scope of the work of other 
members of the team and to raise the standard of efficiency and achievement of 
the industry as a whole. The practical difficulties of giving life to the broad 
principles expounded were not underrated, but it must have been patent to all 
present that the strength and authority of the demand that these be overcome are 
sufficient to ensure that they will be overcome. Due weight was given to the 
parallel problem of attracting, through the new educational systems which will 
emerge, enough young men of the necessary calibre to lead the industry in_ the 
years to come. The Conference passed a resolution recommending the Joint Con- 
sultative Council to set up an Advisory Committee on training to keep alive and 
give direction and momentum to the movement which had found expression there. 

The tasks of the new committee are massive but its duty is inspiring. It may 
not be too optimistic to envisage its sponsoring new colleges of building technology 
and, at universities, faculties of building where students of all facets of our great 
Industry might acquire the education foreshadowed by the Conference; where 
architects, engineers, surveyors and builders would train, in their necessarily varied 
ways, on common ground and would freely interchange their rdles and ideas 
during training; where more senior members of the industry would co-operate in 
teaching and research and where they could seek guidance and help in solving the 
problems which, from time to time, the industry must face. These institutions 
would provide the dynamic leadership which is so lacking to-day and they would, 
between them, offer sound alternative methods of qualification to all suitable 
entrants; courses for those who desired a period of full time study before com- 
pleting their training while gaining practical experience and earning; other courses 
for those who required their training to be wholly part-time: concentrated courses, 
too, for those whose presence in the industry is so badly needed and who are now 
ignored—graduates who have not specialised in building subjects in the studies 
leading to their degree. But as well as offering these roads to qualification the 
institutions would be educative in the widest sense not only to their students but 
to the industry itself. 


Before constructive steps are taken any new committee will need the support 

and good will of all the bodies now directing education within the industry. At 
first sight, and particularly in view of the support given at the Conference, this 
would not seem a difficult undertaking. The newly constituted Board of Building 
Education is waiting and hoping for a lead. The pattern of training now followed 
by structural engineers and surveyors is elastic enough and realistic enough to fit 
easily into any soundly based framework of joint training; and, as for architects 
and architecture, was not the report of the RIBA Joint Committee on Architectural 
Training the spark which initiated the Conference? Mr. McMorran, the Chairman 
of that committee, warned the Conference that although the report had been 
endorsed by the Board of Architectural Education it had subsequently been emascu- 
lated so as to render its most constructive suggestions virtually inoperative and in 
particular to place grave obstacles in the way of the recognition of courses based 
on joint training. Mr. P. G. Freeman, the Chairman of the Board of Architectural 
Education, attempted to reassure the Conference of the RIBA’s willingness to co- 
Operate within limits and even to modify its present system of education. In 
support of this attitude he revealed that one application for recognition of a part- 
ume course had already been received and that others were expected. A grant of 
recognition to such a course would represent victory for commonsense. 
_ The Institute’s decisions on these applications may be taken as an earnest of 
its intentions. By them we shall know whether the RIBA may be expected to give 
active support to the Advisory Committee soon or whether it will stall until circum- 
stances force it to fall in line. 
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NOTES AND NEWS 
OF THE WEEK 


Russian Architecture and Building 


Two members of the delegation who 
visited Russia last year—Mr. J. H. 
Forshaw, Chief Architect to the Ministry 
of Housing and Local Government and 
to the Ministry of Health, and Mr. R. C. 
Bevan, Senior Principal Scientific Officer 
of the Building Research Station—are to 
give a talk on the impressions they re- 
ceived during their Russian tour. The 
talk, which will be illustrated, will deal 
with Soviet methods of industrial and 
domestic building and will be given at 
the Royal Institute of British Architects, 
on February 21, at 6 p.m. Professor 
Basil Spence, Vice-President, RIBA, will 
be in the chair. 


Cathedral Foundation Stone 


A BLocK of Hollington stone weighing 
five tons was chosen recently as the 
foundation stone for the new Coventry 
Cathedral, for which Mr. Basil Spence. 
OBE, ARA, ARSA, is the architect. The 
stone will be laid by the Queen on 
March 23. 

Messrs. Stanton and Bettany, Ltd., of 
Rocester, have been awarded the con- 
tract for the supply of the whole of the 
stone with which the cathedral is to be 
built. This is the largest contract of its 
kind ever to come to Rocester, and it will 
keep the firm fully occupied for at least 
the next seven years. 

The contract is for the supply of stone 
and masonry work, delivered on site, 
ready for fixing, and the amount required 
is approximately 300,000 cubic feet. It 
will come from the firm’s own quarries 
at Great Gate, Hollington. 

Ralph Beyer, the sculptor born in Ber- 
lin and now a naturalised Briton, who 
is to carve the inscription on the founda- 
tion stone, and Mr. T. Hocking, clerk of 
works, selected the block from 15 blocks 
at Rocester. 


British Post-war Architecture 


Not long ago one felt caught in a 
One-way traffic jam of foreign architec- 
ture exhibitions. As expressed in this 
newspaper and elsewhere, this feeling was 
less xenophobic than hopeful that the 
traffic would soon circulate in both direc- 
tions, writes Basil Marriott. That hope 
has now begun to be fulfilled in the 
exhibition “Ten Years of British 
Architecture, '45 to °55.” The Arts Coun- 
cil, with the RIBA’s help and through a 
selection committee — Lionel Brett, 
Furneaux Jordan, J. M. Richards, Shep- 
heard and Summerson—in whom sensible 
people will have complete confidence 
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here, has mounted a splendid show for 
us and, even better, for others, for it is 
to be circulated abroad by the British 
Council after touring here. 

Exigencies of space have made the 
committee’s task rigidly selective, and 
similar considerations prevent my doing 
complete justice to it. But very briefly to 
quote John Summerson’s foreword to the 
catalogue—an essential vade mecum—the 
selections “have seemed....to belong, 
very broadly to the school in which 
leadership is vested, and to be the best 
of their kind.” It follows, however, that 
a notable unity and conviction of view 
in the selectors (according to the hand- 
out) reflects the same in the pace-setters 
whose work is illustrated: and with less 
diplomacy than Summerson one might 
have said, “ make no mistake, this is the 
way to do it, all relevant things being 
considered,” and even add, “take it or 
leave it.” 

Whether the layman, who has been 
conditioned to an attitude in the archi- 
tect far more liberal and less didactic 
than his own, will take it is another 
matter. I suspect we may hear a good 
deal from him about the show’s “all 
looking rather alike,” and even invoking 
some of the de-fused ammunition still 
lying about after the Battle of the Styles. 
He would do better to acquire some of 
the more valid surplus from Summerson, 
who very properly does not pretend to 
find everything lovely in the garden city, 
particularly, for the exhibition does once 
more emphasise our comparative and in- 
explicable failure in the reach-me-down 
domestic field. 

None of this, however, militates against 
the success and courage of the experi- 
ment. It is well mounted by Trevor 
Dannatt. 


Who Should Own the New Towns ? 


As SOME of the new towns near com- 
pletion, interest is increasing in the 
question of the winding up of the 
development corporations and the vest- 
ing of the substantial assets they have 
created. Should their functions pass to 
the district councils in whose boundaries 
the new town lies? If so, on what basis 
should the assets be transferred? If not, 
should a special authority be created to 
administer the properties and land? Or 
should these be sold to commercial under- 
takings? 

At the meeting on February 9, at 
6 p.m., at the Planning Centre, Mr. 
George Lindgren, MP, and Mr. Peter 
Self, lecturer in public administration at 
the London School of Economics, opened 
discussion on this question. 

To date there has been little public dis- 
cussion on this question, which in the 
near future is likely to become highly 
controversial. However, the January 
issue of Town and Country Planning in- 
cludes two articles on this subject out- 
lining possible courses which could be 
taken by the Minister on the completion 
of the new towns. 


The LMBA in 1956 


THE well-established custom whereby 
the newly elected president of the London 
Master Builders’ Association meets lead- 
ing members of the trade and technical 
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Press to give them an outline of the tasks 
before the Association in the coming 
year, was continued on February 3 by 
Mr. K. C. F. Foster, FIOB, at a small 
luncheon party at the Waldorf Hotel. It 
must be something of an ordeal for a 
newly elected president to face a barrage 
of questions from the Press, but it was 
generally agreed that Mr. Foster came out 
of it with flying colours, and his frank 
and straightforward answers won him 
many friends. 

Mr. Foster listed a number of subjects 
with which he expected to be particularly 
concerned in the coming year, including: 
work study, particularly methods study; 
accident prevention—he hoped to see an 
increase in co-operation with the official 
inspectors; the pupilship and studentship 
scheme, which the Association had 
announced last November; apprentice- 
ship—the 1955 figures had been the best 
since 1951, but he would do his best to 
induce all firms to play their part and 
take at least one apprentice; and the train- 
ing of general foremen, which was of 
such importance to the efficiency of the 
industry. 


London Air Terminal 


WorK is to begin this month on the 
new London Air Terminal. Stage one, 





COMING EVENTS 


FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 10 
SOUTHERN COUNTIES FEDERATION OF BUILD- 
ING TRADES EmpLoyers.—Exhibition of fine 
plastering. Royal Star Hotel, Maidstone, Kent. 
1.30 p.m. to 7.30 p.m., closing February 11. 


MONDAY, FEBRUARY 13 


RIBA.—Library Group Meeting, with some 
British 18th-century drawings from the RIBA 
Library collection, introduced by Miss Prunella 
Hodgson. 66, Portland-place, Wl. 6 p.m. 


TUESDAY, FEBRUARY 14 

Housinc_ CEntRE. — “ Requisitioned Houses 
Act” by Mr. M. F. B. Bell, principal regional 
officer, Ministry of Housing. 13, Suffolk-street, 
Haymarket, SWI. 1.15 p.m. 

INCORPORATED ASSOCIATION OF ARCHITECTS 
AND SURVEYORS (JUNIOR MEMBERS’ ASSOCI- 
ATION).—Lecture on ‘‘The Law of Building 
Contracts’? by Mr. F. J. Mecekins, FIAS, 
FIArb. 29, Belgrave-square, SWI. 7 p.m. 


WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 15 


ARCHITECTURAL ASSOCIATION.—‘‘ The Mosaics 
of Ravenna” by Mr. E. A. Remnant, TD, 
Oe an FRICS. 36, Bedford-square, WC1. 
“AS: pum. 


THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 16 

BUILDERS’ BENEVOLENT INSTITUTION.—Annual 
general meeting. 47, Bedford-square, WC1. 
12 p.m. 

FACULTY OF ARCHITECTS AND SURVEYORS.— 
First annual! dinner of the London Branch, and 
““Inns and Taverns” by Mr. G. F. Frost, AFS. 
“The Crown,” Brewer-street, WI. 7.30 p.m. 

SOcIETY OF CHEMICAL INDUSTRY (ROAD AND 
BUILDING MATERIALS Group).—‘* Rubberised 
Bituminous Materials and Their Use in Road 
Construction ’’ by Mr. W. D. Parker and Mr. 

. D. C. Walker (Expandite, Ltd.). Junior 
Institution of Engineers, Pepys House, 14, 
Rochester-row, SWI. 6 p.m. 

ROYAL INSTITUTION OF CHARTERED SURVEY- 
ORS (JUNIOR ORGANISATION).—** The Contractor 
views the role of the Quantity Surveyor” by 
Mr. E. J. Cook, AMICE (Richard Costain, 
Ltd.). Victoria Coach Station Restaurant. 
7.40 p.m. 


FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 17 
GuiL_D oF Surveyors.—Evening lecture on 
“The Rebuilding of Warsaw.” 
Store-street, WC1. 


Building Centre, 
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BRISTOL FLATS SCHEME.—A jer. 
spective of a new block of 15-storey flay 
which Bristol Corporation propose to erectat 
Barton Hill. The flats have been designed 
under the direction of Mr. J. Nelson Mere. 
dith, FRIBA, City Architect. The su. 
cessful tender for £322,616, was submitted 
by Holland & Hannen and Cubitts, Ltd 








which is the responsibility of the London 
Transport Executive, is the erection of 
a 75,000 sq. ft. platform over the large 
triangular railway junction, east of Earls 
Court Underground Station. This is 
hoped to be completed in 15 months 
time. 

Air Terminals Limited (formed by 
BEA, BOAC and Aer Lingus) are then 
to erect a temporary prefabricated build- 
ing on the platform. Tenders for the 
building are to be called for in the next 
three months. 

Permanent air terminal buildings are 
to be erected on the triangular site be- 
tween the railway tracks. This develep- 
ment is to include shops, possibly 4 
cinema, a basement car park and other 
features. Mr. Gordon Tait, FRIBA \s 
the architect for the permanent air ter- 
minal. 


Professional Announcement 

Mr. G. C. Winton, FIQS, has now com- 
menced practice as a quantity surveyor at 44 
High-street, Findon, Worthing, Sussex, and wil! 
be glad to receive catalogues and trade informa 
uion. 


FROM “THE BUILDER” OF 1856 
Saturday, February 16, 1856 


IRON AND STEEL.—Mr. H. Bessemer 
has recently patented a process for the 
conversion of iron into steel in retorts 
or chambers placed in a vertical position, 
to allow the iron or steel under operation 
to descend through them by the force 
of gravity, and thus allow the process of 
cementation to go on_ continuously: 
melting in close pots, or vessels, steel 
made by pudding pig or refined iron, 
until so much carbon only is left in com- 
bination with it as to constitute steel. 
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CORRESPONDENCE 
Mdridge’s Horse Repository 
To the Editor of The Builder 


gik,—In your issue of January 20 there 
was a paragraph dealing with the 
demolition of Aldridge’s horse repository. 
This contained a reference to “ high- 
depping greys, which might be seen 
wading in Hyde Park or waiting rest- 
ily in Bond-street.” In actual fact, grey 
horses Were never used in carriages of this 
ind, but always bays or browns. As to 
tigh-stepping horses, in the old days these 
were always Hackneys, which were never 
gey, but usually chestnut. This may 
gem a trifling matter, but I feel it is of 
me importance where historical records 
are concerned. 

[happen to have made some study of 
horse carriages and | am old enough to 
recall the days before motor cars. I prac- 
tically never read any reference to car- 
rages in the eighteen-nineties and early 
nineteen-hundreds without finding mis- 
takes of some kind. I often wonder, 
therefore, how much reliance one should 
place on statements made about the past 
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1 designed ty historians and by people who write 
On Mere. & {helt autobiographies. Surely it cannot be 
The sy. | sible that such errors are confined to 
submitted 4 oe Subject alone? As the saying goes: 
itts, Ly | itmakes you think, 
CLAUDE SISLEY. 
= 52, St. George’s-square, 
_—" Westminster, SW1. 
ray COMPETITION NEWS 
of Ear State Opera House, NSW 
This is arcuirects throughout the world are 
months being invited by the New South Wales 
sate government to submit designs for a 
med by F new National Opera House to be built in 
ire then Sydney. It will be Australia’s first state 
: build: Ff opera house. 
bos The competition, which has _ been 
“ Bapproved by the RIBA, is open until 
December this year. Premiums are as fol- 
ngs are Flows: First, £45,000 (£4,250); second, 
site be- Ff 42,000; third £A1,000. The auditorium 
levelop: Ff vill have 3,500 seats, and there will be a 
sibly 4 small “intimate” theatre in the same 
d other 





building. 

The assessors of the competition are 
Dr. Leslie Martin, MA, PhD, FRIBA; 
Professor Henry Ingham Ashworth, MA, 
FRIBA, of Sydney, NSW; Mr. Cobden 
Parkes, FRIBA, the Government Archi- 





IBA IS 
air ter- 
























. an ‘ect, NSW; and Mr. Eero Saarinen, AIA, 
ind wii | Michigan, USA. 
nforma- Applications for conditions, with fee of 
tAl0, must be sent to the Secretary, 
7 Opera House Committee, c/o Dept. of 
1856 | Local Government, Sydney, NSW, by 
‘ March 15, 
semer Concert Hall, Trinidad 
or the A GOOD response is reported to the 
etorts J atchitectural competition, announced in 
sition, | The Builder of January 20, promoted by 
ration ff the Community Centre Concert Hall 
force § Board, of Trinidad, for a new building in 
ess of | the King George V Park, Port of Spain. 
yusly: f Although the competition is limited to 
steel J architects in the British West Indies and 
iron, British Guiana, it is understood that 
com- { 4 competitors, from six different terri- 
I. ores, are submitting designs, It is be- 





‘leved to be the first architectural com- 
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petition ever to be promoted in the West 
Indies. 

The estimated cost of the first part of 
the scheme is $200,000. Designs are to 
be in by March 16. The assessor is Mr. 
Ronald Firth, ARIBA, 1, Edward-street, 
Port of Spain, Trinidad. 


RIBA 
Final Examination Results 


(THE RIBA Final Examination was held 

in London, Leeds, Manchester, New- 
castle, Edinburgh and_ Belfast from 
November 23 to December 2 last. Of the 
381 candidates examined, 143 passed as 
follows: Passed whole examination 101; 
passed whole examination, subject to ap- 
proval of thesis, 2; passed part 1 only, 40. 
238 candidates were relegated. The success- 
ful candidates are as follows: 

WHOLE EXAMINATION 


Reb. 0. Bards J. F.. E.-Bames; PJ. 
Bermingham; B. A. Bharucha; M. H. Billing- 


ham; Christopher Bishop; David Bloom: 
C. D. Bourchier; +M. Briggs ; f 
Broughton; G. A. Brown; Miss R. M. 


Burnett; R. C. Burnie: N. A. Butterworth. 

:  G.. Caster: A. Cashin: “E. 'C. 
Cherry; Bryan Collins; P. P. Cradock; 
Thomas Crick; C. F. Davies; Kenneth Dell: 
B. B. Denmore; J. E. M. Dietz; M. J. Dixon; 
P. A, Down. 

Basil Fineberg: E. G. Finlason: R. A. 
Fisk; D. W. Forrest: tM. E. Foster; J. K. 
France; A. D. Gostage; Mrs. M. E. L. 
Granelli; *J. R. Gray; Roger Guest: A. S. 

J Michael 


Hamilton: Miss M. J. Haslam: 
Heffer; Geoffrey Heywood: D. W. Hills; 
I. R. Hodgson: L. A. Holt; Miss J. D 


Horner; A. J. Ickeringill; I. J. Jessopp; R. V. 
Jordan. 

D. F. C. Keen; T. G. Kerslake; Jack Kin- 
nair; John Knott: Z. E. Kolek; J. W. Lee: 
Ww. Lewandowski; J. S. Lloyd: J. P. 
Longley ; William McDonald : R. H. 
McEachern: D. P. McLaren; T. B. Marsden; 
D. R. J. Martin; J. W. R. Mathias; F. N. 
Mynot:; M. S. Nandhra; C. J. Nott. 

K. A. Oliver; P. E. Parker-Jones; C. G. 
Patel; G. P. F. Poole; R. S. L. Rees; J. N. 
Rennie: Bill Richards; David Roberts; J. W. 
Robinson; A. J. Sadler: R. W. I. Sale: T. W. 
Saunders: M. T. Seal; D. M. C. Sharpe: 
Stephen Sheldon: O. P. Short: Mrs. Irena 
Sikorska: E. B. Simmons: Kenneth R. Smith: 
Mrs. L. A. Stephenson; B. J. Stevens; A. J. 
Stimpson; J. T. Straiton. 

Joseph Toffolo; Peter Tong: Mrs. H. G. 
Twells-Grosse: S. N. Tyrer; G. W. B. 
Vaughan: K. L. Westrope; A. J. Wilkinson: 
+E. T. Williams: Watcyn Williams: J. B. 
Wimbs; D. B. J. Wolpert: Barrie Wood; J. P. 
Wood; *J. B. Worts; David Young. 


PART 1 ONLY 

Martin Arnold; G. A. Ball: J. H. Bennett; 
P. B. Bolt: H. T. Bowen; Samuel Bradley: 
M. A. Brooks: D. J. Buckman; J-K. Buczyn- 
ski: M. F. Clements; A. J. W. Collins; N. J. 
Dadge; W. D. Davies; Kenneth Firth: A. K. 
Gallimore; K. R. Gibson; J. W. Goldsmith. 

Miss Rosemary Hall: A. W. F. Hambrook ; 
P. W. Honer: M. J. Honigsfeld: Miss B. M. 
e; D. D. G. Horne: Miss A. 

A. Metcalf: J. E. Mundell: 
D. K. Pummell; J. R. Pye; J. F: Reeves; 
Kenneth Riley: A. F. Roberts; Barry Russell; 
Valentin Sagasti: K. J. Seaman: Eric Shaw: 
W. A. Sibley; E. J. Warwick; P. S. Willder; 
R. G. Worthington. 

The Special Final Examination 

THE Special Final Examination was held 
in London, Leeds, Manchester, Newcastle, 
Edinburgh and Belfast from November 23 
to December 2 last. Of the 269 candidates 
examined, 62 passed as follows: Passed 
whole examination, 47; passed part 1 only, 
14; passed part 2 only, 1. 207 candidates 





*Subject to approval of Thesis. 
Distinction in Thesis. 
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The successful candidates 


were relegated. 
are as follows:— 
WHOLE EXAMINATION 


P. D. Anag; Ronald Ashton: Stanley Ash- 


ton; J. P. Barber; K. G. Bishop: David 
Brown; M. F. E. Cawthra; W. R. Charles; 
N. F. Chuter; S. G. Cook; E. G. Corline; 
M. M. Cross. 


L. C. Dando; David Dewar; Peter Dunster ; 
G. T. Evans; M. L. Fielding; J. D. Fitzgerald; 
K. W. Ford: Robert Forman; A. V. France; 
R. E. Goodfellow; R. E. J. Hagell; J. H. Jess; 
A. G. Johnson; P. . Kennedy; Rainer 
Klapprott; H. T. Montague; H. A. Munro. 

J. S. Palejowski; R. B. Philpott; C. J. Pil- 
ling; R. G. A. Pilton; P. A. B. Ramsay ; W. M. 
Reidy: W. C. Ritchie; D. C. Simmonds; Peter 
C. Smith; E. A. W. Sparkes; David Staines; 
arias Stanger; I. P. Stevenson; P. A. Stubbs; 


Walker; C. V. G. Weall; P. W. V. 
Winther; Brian Worthington. 
PART 1 ONLY 
B. B. Carter; P. J. Haughey; Albert F. 
Jones; K. S. Kuvalekar; D. J. Lane; W. P. 
Loney ; Hugh Luetchford ; Brendan 


McDonagh; D. R. MacGregor; Jan Stancel ; 
D. J. West: Alexander Wildgoose: C. P. Wil- 
kins; A. J. C. Wornell. 
PART 2 ONLY 

W. W. Brading. 

The following candidates have also passed 
the Special Final Examination:— 

G. S. Englefield and A. P. Severs. 


TORQUAY ARCHITECTS AND 
BUILDERS 
Joint Board’s Annual Report 


THE twenty-second annual report of the 
Torquay and District Joint Consultative 
Board of Architects and Builders, which is 
to be presented at the annual meeting on 
February 6, refers to the setting up during 
the past year of a South Western Regional 
Joint Consultative Committee of Architects, 
Quantity Surveyors and Builders. “On 
this committee the Board have three 
members, not actually representing the 
Board—but, no doubt, looking after the 
Board’s interests.” It has been agreed, 
stated the report, that the Board will con- 
sider passing to the Regional Committee any 
items of interest that are considered suitable 
following their meetings. 

The attendances, except in special cases, 
the report continues, have been up to the 
rather poor average—those of the executive 
excepted. The average attendance in re- 
lation to the total membership cannot be 
taken as good; 134 per cent. this year against 
18 per cent. last year. This makes it very 
difficult for the executive to arrange meet- 
ings and for them to help the hosts or 
speakers in giving possible attendance 
numbers or for asking speakers to come 
from any great distance. The largest attend- 
ance at any meeting of the Board was 45. 

This year has been one of note in regard 
to educational visits. The first one was on 
June 14, when members (33) visited the 
Bath and Portland Stone Co’s., quarries, 
works and offices near Bath. The second 
visit was made at the invitation of Messrs. 
Lewis Berger. Ltd.. to include tours of their 
factories and offices at Chadwell Heath and 
Homerton. It is hoped that similar visits 
might be included in future programmes. 

The report concludes by reiterating the 
objects of the Board: (a) The general 
advancement of the building industry; (b) 
the care and protection of the interests of 
its members; and (c) the affording of 
material assistance by consultation, advice, 
and mediation, and by the promotion of 
personal meetings between members. 
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PAINTS FOR BUILDING 


DECORATION 
BSIs New Colour Schedule 


AND 


FroR many years there has been a need 
to standardise and simplify the enor- 
mous range of paint colours, running into 


many thousands, used in building and 
decorating. The British Standards Institu- 
tion states that BS 381 C, an existing 


Standard, is not.now adequate for this pur- 
pose as only a few of the colours are 
suitable for building decoration, particularly 
as far as modern architectural trends are 
concerned. 

A new British Standard, BS 2660, has 
now been published, which reduces this 
range to 101 standard colours. It is expected 
that as the standard is adopted those authori- 
ties and other people concerned with 
decoration and protection by paints will use 
the new colour range from which to select 
their colours. It will take some little time 
for the paint manufacturers to study the 
new colours and to include them in their 
own colour ranges shown on colour cards, 
but the faster that customer demand for the 
new colours operates the sooner will they 
become more generally available. 

In drawing up this standard, states the 
BSI, the purpose has been to select 
aesthetically pleasing colours of contem- 
porary and traditional styles which, at the 
same time, can possess proper resistance to 
the effect of weathering and exposure on 
building surfaces. 

The standard has been prepared after 
more than five years’ research. It is the 
result of collaboration between such bodies 
as the Royal Institute of British Architects, 
the paint industry, the British Colour Coun- 
cil, government departments and the Build- 


ing and Paint Research Stations. In recent 
months, pending the issue of this new 
standard, government departments: have 


used a temporary colour card, which will 
now be replaced by BS 2660. 

BS 2660 is in the form of a wallet con- 
taining a set of 10 colour cards numbered 
from 0 to 9. Card 0 contains strong colours 
and card 9 the greys. Intermediate cards 
show fairly strong colours on the right, and 
more greyish colours on the left, in eight 
hue groups: (1) red; (2) and (3) yellow- 
red ; (4) yellow ; (5) green-yellow ; (6) green ; 
(7) blue-green and blue; (8) purple-blue and 
red-purple. The colours are graded in each 
group from light to dark from top to 
bottom of the card. The colours are num- 


bered in sequence from 001 to 101, the 
numbers being preceded by the card 
number. 

The 101 colours provide a full range 


for all interior and exterior work in gloss, 
semi-gloss and flat finishes. Not all the 
colours can be produced in all types of 
finish, and so, beside each are code letters 
indicating the main kinds of finish available. 
BS 2660 completely supersedes BS 1572 
(colours for flat finishes for walls). BS 
381 C will be maintained in its present 
form for at least a year, as it covers a 
considerable range of colours used for 
identification purposes and so forth. 
Copies of the new standard are available 
from the British Standards Institution, Sales 


Branch, 2, Park-street, London, WI. Price 
7s. 6d. 
Larger snecimens of individual colours, 
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giving a colour area 5 in. by 2 in. will be 
available shortly for colour matching pur- 
poses, price ls. 6d. each or £7 7s. for the 
complete set. 


HOUSE PRICES CUT BY £50 
Wolverhampton Builder’s Action 


N answer to the Government’s call for a 

check in the continually rising prices, a 
Wolverhampton builder has announced that 
he is cutting the cost of private enterprise 
houses he is erecting by £50 per house. The 
builder is Mr. Charles Lewis, of Lewis Bros. 
(Wednesfield), Ltd., and the reduction has 
already come into force. The first houses to 
be affected are at Wednesfield, where Mr. 
Lewis is putting up 107 semi-detached pro- 
perties. The old price was £1,950, but this 
will now be £1,900. 

Mr. Lewis feels strongly about the need 
to cut the cost of living and says: “ Wise 
words from the administrators are useless 
unless they are followed by sensible and wise 
action from the practical men on the pro- 
duction side. As a producer of one of the 
most important commodities, the house, 
which is the basis of all things. I can see that 
the ball is now at our feet. We producers 
can either ignore the portent or do some- 
thing about it. My action alone won't 
amount to much. If it will, as I hope, en- 
courage others, not only the builders of the 
finished house, but the manufacturers and 
merchants who supply the materials, parti- 
cularly nationalised industries like the Coal 
Board, who are one of the major manufac- 
turers of facing and common bricks, some 
thing will be achieved. 

“The cement manufacturers have made 
a gesture and stabilised the price of cement 
for six months. I consider the Government 
should also set an example and reduce the 
purchase tax on the various items which 
affect the industry. If all these other people 
can follow this lead, I am certain that we 
can set on the move a fall in prices without 
in any way interfering with the value of the 
asset.” 


WAGES MERRY-GO-ROUND 
* Failure of Cost of Living 
Agreement ” 


THE AGREEMENT to tie wages to the cost 
of living index has apparently not fulfilled 
its purpose since the war, the north-east 
regional president of the National Federa- 
tion of Master Painters and Decorators, MR. 
H. Dace, declared at Grimsby recently. 

Speaking at the annual dinner dance of 
the Grimsby, Cleethorpes and _ District 
branch of the federation at the Royal Hotel, 
he said: “The painting and decorating in- 
dustry is facing many problems, the chief 
one being further wage demands. 

“The id. an hour rise under the cost of 
living agreement could be absorbed very 
easily if there was a corresponding increase 
in output. But in addition to this increase 
we are presented with a further demand for 
6d. an hour,” he said. “ What justification 
there can be for the additional claim I can- 
not see.” 

Mr. Dale, who was revlving to the toast 
to the national federation proposed by the 
branch president, Mr. H. Byatt, added that 
the rises eventually added to the cost of 
living, increasing the sliding scale, and, con- 
sequently, wages. 
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STABILISING MATERIALS 
PRICES 
Scottish Electricity 

THE chairman of the South of Scotlang 
Electricity Board, Mr. J. S. Pickles, ap. 
nounced on February | that there would be 
no increase in tariffs during 1956 and, it was 
hoped, during 1957. The Board provida 
power for four-fifths of Scotland’s popu 
tion. Mr. Thomas Johnston. chairman of 
the North of Scotland Hydro Electric Board 
stated on January 31 that the board had 
every intention of avoiding any increase jp 
charges during the year. 


Midland Tile Firm's Action 


A CANNOCK tile firm, Henry Hawkins, 
Ltd., has pledged itself to keep prices pegged 
till June. The firm has already kept its 
prices stable since August, 1954. Extra costs 
have been offset by plant modernisation. 


Tank Lagging Units 


THE directors of Stramit Boards. Ltd., have 
announced that there will be no increase in 
the price of their tank lagging units (for the 
insulation of cisterns and tanks) for a period 
of six months. The directors agreed last 
December to peg the price of roofing and 
partition grade Stramit building slabs for the 
same period. 


Sheffield Brick Manufacturers 


Four Sheffield brick firms have agreed 
jointly to peg their present prices for at least 
five months, until June 30. They are Coupe 
Brothers (Sheffield), Ltd., Hoyland Brick Co, 
Ltd., Sheffield Brick Co., Ltd... and Wood- 
side Brick Co., Ltd., and together they make 
a total of about a million bricks a week. 


Salt Glazed Pipes 


The “great majority” of manufacturers 
of salt glazed pipes covering the Midlands 
and the southern counties of England have 
agreed to keep their prices in these areas at 
existing levels until June 30, next at least. 


PRICES OF MATERIALS 
Changes in * Builder ™ List 


FOLLOWING are changes in current prices 
of materials since last week. The amount 
of the change (+ or ) is given in 
parentheses. These variations should be 
noted on the full list of prices last given 
in our issue of January 20. 

Galvanised tube (percentage on_ basic) 
Class A + 84 per cent.; class B 195; 
class C + 36} (all increased by } per cent.) 
Galvanised WI fittings (percentage on 
basic): light + 344 per cent.; heavy + 4 
(both increased by 4 per cent.). Galvanised 
corrugated sheets: 20 gauge £61; 24 
£64 10s.; 26 g. £69 15s. (all increased by 14s. 
per ton). Galvanised flat sheets: 20 g. £62: 
24 g. £65 10s.; 26 g. £70 15s. (all increased 
by 14s. ton). Copper tube: 453d. (— it. 
per Ib.). Brass tube: 364d. (— {d.). Lead 
sheet and pipe: Sheet lead £153 15s.; lead 
pipe £155; lead soil pipe £156 10s.; lead soil 
pipe over 4 in. £158 10s.; lead gas pipe 
£156 10s. (all reduced by 70s. per ton). Old 
lead £103 (— 70s. per ton). Genuine red 
lead dry £7 Ils. 9d. ( 3s. 3d. per cwt) 
Genuine linseed-oil putty £2 15s. (+ 2s. pet 
cwt.), 
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INTERRELATED TRAINING FOR THE 
BUILDING INDUSTRY 


National Advisory Committee to be Set Up 


At a Conference called on January 31 at the RIBA headquarters by the 


Joint Consultative Committee of 


Architects, Quantity Surveyors and 


Builders, it was resolved : That this Conference, being confident that the 
building industry could improve its standards and raise its productivity 
by interrelating the training of its constituent administrative branches, 
invites the Joint Consultative Committee to sponsor a_ representative 
National Advisory Committee to keep under review the current systems of 
training, including qualification by examination, to consult with responsible 
bodies and assist in’ promoting mutual developments and to report 


periodically. 


HE Conference, called by the Joint 

Consultative Committee of Archi- 
tects, Quantity Surveyors and Builders 
was attended by about 150 invited mem- 
bers of the building trade, heads of 
schools and other educationists, and 
representatives of interested Ministries. 
Mr. Harvey Frost, OBE, FIOB, chair- 
man of the Committee, presided, and 
called in turn on Mr. D. E. Woodbine 
Parish, FIOB, Mr. W. James, FRICS, 
ind Mr. Donald MecMorran, ARA, 
FRIBA, to give introductory addresses. 
From these we take the following 
extracts: 


Mr Woodbine Parish 


‘THE opening address was given by Mr. 

D. E. WoopBINE ParisH, FIOB, who 
said that the conference might prove to 
be one of the most important milestones 
in the contemporary history of British 
building. For the first time it had been 
made possible for a representative cross- 
section of the leaders in the industry 
critically to examine and carry forward 
the proposals for the establishment of 
a Joint Standing Committee contained 
in the report submitted to the Council 
of RIBA by a committee which had sat 
under the distinguished chairmanship of 
Donald McMorran. The significance of 
the occasion must not be overlooked, 
for there was a paramount need to re- 
issess the total pattern and appropriate- 
ness of the present educational arrange- 
ments in the industry and provide for 
the future inter-relation and development 
of educational facilities and _ practical 
training on sound and logical lines to 
suit the constantly changing conditions 
that confront the industry. 


A Common Background 


Accepting the inescapable fact that 
good building and architecture were 
indivisible, it became increasingly obvious 
that many of the problems that faced 
the building industry, which axiomati- 
cally included the architectural pro- 
fession, stemmed from past incapacity to 
correlate and co-ordinate the education 
ind training of architects and builders. 
That statement in no way presupposed 
that common curricula should exist for 
both but rather that there should be a 
common background, outlook, loyalty 
and sense of purpose, as well as a close 
liaison between architect and builder in 
their approach to, and conduct of, build- 
ing work. 


“No reference has been made so far,” 
said the speaker, “to the third of the 
partners in the promotion of the con- 
ference—the quantity surveyor. It is 
generally accepted that the closer inte- 
gration of architectural and _ building 
education must be a first objective in 
achieving improved performance in the 
industry and that when this closer col- 
laboration has been achieved it may well 
have an impact upon the present educa- 
tional and training arrangements of 
quantity surveyors and other branches 
of the industry. 

“The McMorran report rightly con- 
fines itself to this limited approach and 
any suggestion of integrating architec- 
tural, building and surveying education 
and training as a primary aim must im- 
measurably confuse and complicate the 
initial discussions and action which it 
must be hoped will be set in train as 
a result of this conference. This concept 
probably will be shared by the quantity 
surveying profession, whose important 
role is so closely related to the work of 
both architect and builder and whose 


educational arrangements are well 
developed and established.” 
Much had been achieved by the 


McMorran committee. Much needed to 
be achieved on similar lines by the new 
Board of Building Education, so recently 
set up by the Institute of Builders in close 
collaboration with the National Federa- 
tion of Building Trades Employers. It 
would be inconceivable that with the 
overdue establishment of this important 
Board, the Boards of Architectural and 
Building Education should endeavour to 
develop their studies into their respective 
educational and training needs unmindful 
and heedless of one another. Admittedly 
the Board of Building Education had an 
immense task before it in the compilation 
of an adequate body of knowledge and 
experience upon which it could formu- 
late short or long term recommenda- 
tions, but it would be fortified and 
encouraged in its work if the interchange 
of opinion and information were facili- 
tated by the establishment of a standing 
joint committee to promote suitable 
developments as suggested in the 
McMorran report. “The related func- 
tions of design and assembly have to be 
seen in far clearer perspective than is 
the case at present and the development 
of a joint approach to management skills 
and techniques to reduce costs and 
increase productivity must be fostered 
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and brought into our schemes for future 
education. Only by such means can the 
essential long term educational needs of 
the main partners in the building industry 


be fully achieved,” said Mr. Parish. 
A Healthy Sign 


The awakening of interest in archj. 
tectural and building education was , 
healthy sign and prompted a thorough 
stocktaking of the total training facilities 
and needs of the whole industry, saiq 
Mr. Parish, who added: “It is in cop. 
nection with the recruitment, education 
and training for the higher administrative 
and executive posts in firms of master 
builders and contractors that the most 
urgent action is called for and it is at 
this level that a pilot experiment of inter- 
related architect and builder education 
might, with considerable advantage, be 
launched at one or two selected schools 
or universities. ... The process of design, 
assembly and construction must flow 
together if building is to be satisfactory 
or satisfying from any standpoint. The 
linking of architectural and building 
education will do much to _ promote 
higher standards of mutual respect and 
confidence between the various partners 
of the industry and hasten an improve- 
ment in the administration, direction and 
control of building work.” 


Mr. W. James 


IN his contribution, Mr. W. James, 

FRICS, began by saying that in 
general terms the problem was that none 
of the constituent members of the build- 
ing industry considered that present 
methods of training were entirely appro- 
priate to the circumstances of to-day, 
when judged by the capabilities of the 
post-war product. 

The speaker then drew attention to 
some points of difficulty within — the 
problem. 


Mr. MeMorran 


[N his paper Mr. D. H. McMorran, 

ARA, FRIBA, said that the general 
object of the Joint Consultative Com- 
mittee was to raise the standard ot 
efficiency of our industry, both for its 
own sake, and in the interest of its 
employers, the public; and he thought it 
could be taken for granted that any im- 
provement in training methods would be 
a contribution to that end. 

“IT believe | am known to be critical 
of the way that architectural education 
has been going for the last half-century,” 
Mr. McMorran continued. ‘It would 
take too long, and it would not be entirely 
relevant, to attempt to justify my opinion 
that current architecture, irrespective ol 
style, is too often pretentious and stri- 
dent and wanting in significance of form 
and detail. This is due, no doubt, to the 
age we live in, which somehow contrives 
to be both spendthrift and niggardly. 
generally at the wrong times and in the 
wrong places. But our business is to do 
the best we can in the conditions in which 
we find ourselves; and I cannot help 


associating the poor design of so much 
of our building to-day with the purely 
modern notion that architecture can be 
taught in schools, as a kind of abstrac- 
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tion, without a tradition, and apart from 
its practice as an essential part of the 
building industry. The very assumption 
that the art of architecture can be taught 
at all requires a degree of self-assurance 
with which | do not find myself in 
sympathy. 1 would not suggest, however, 
that my personal prejudice on a highly 
controversial matter would warrant an 
attempt to put a spanner in the delicate 
works of architectural education, 1 am 
much more impressed by the fact that so 
many people, who might not know or 
care Whether our architecture had gone 
wrong as an art, do know, and are caring 
very much, that the architectural pro- 
fession seems to be faltering in its 
business of providing leadership for the 
building industry—an industry which is 
still the second largest in the country, with 
an essential part to play in the national 
economy. On this solid ground I would 
choose to base any criticisms and 
suggestions. 
No’ Progress in Art 

“Before going on to practical matters, 
however, | ought to mention a few mis- 
conceptions about this art of ours. The 
first is the idea that it is capable of reach- 
ing some unspecified and hitherto unsus- 
pected heights of achievement. The 
planning of buildings is the art of 
arranging spaces for the satisfaction of 
human needs and _ aspirations. These 
needs and aspirations have changed a 
little from time to time over the last 5,000 
years, and architecture has changed with 
them. But, while there has been, and 
will be, scope for infinite variety, there 
has not been, and cannot be, progress. 
There is no such thing as progress in art. 
Although every building operation de- 
pends on the architect’s plan, that plan 
exists in its own right, as a work of art, 
in imagination and on paper, as a musical 
score does, quite independently of its 
practical execution. It is a constantly 
reiterated fallacy that beautiful building 
is identifiable with * good,’ or ‘ honest, or 
‘truthful’ construction. In fact, of 
course, a building can be thoroughly well 
constructed and yet have no claim to be 
a work of art, and exquisite works of 
architecture have come to untimely ends 
through being too optimistically construc- 
ted. This is not to deny that in the con- 
ception of an architectural design an 
appreciation of constructional  possi- 
bilities is at least useful, and, at best, a 
source of inspiration. There is no certain 
route to .a mastery of the art of archi- 
tecture. Whether it is best acquired in 
the course of a subsidised academic dis- 
cipline or during the performance of ‘ the 
daily round, the common task,’ amongst 
buildings and builders, should be a 
matter for every student to be free to 
decide for himself, according to his tem- 
perament. He must salvage a few ele- 
mentary truths from the spoil heaps of 
conflicting theory, and work out his own 
destiny by ceaseless exercise and self- 
criticism. There is a particular kind of 
‘herd’ criticism current in our schools 
which I regard as totally futile. I have 
my doubts, then, whether the architec- 
tural art can be taught. I am quite certain 
that to set examinations in it, as we do 
in the case of external candidates, is a 
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barbarous practice which should never 
have been allowed to begin, and which 
must sooner or later be made to cease. It 
is of the utmost concern to the rest of 
you that we architects should do good 
designs, but you cannot help us to do 
them. I must therefore go on to the more 
tangible side of our subject. 

“The translation of a paper design into 
a satisfactory building requires a know- 
ledge of engineering principles, of con- 
struction, of building legislation, contract, 
costs, management, and procedure. It is 
in his skill in these branches of building 
construction and administration that the 
architect is on common ground with his 
fellow workers in the industry, and it is 
in these subjects that he could profitably 
share his training with them. But whether 
he will be officially encouraged, or even 
allowed to do so, depends on our system 
of architectural education; and if I give 
you a short review of that system, you 
may then judge whether it is designed to 
bring the young architect to terms with 
the industry of which he is to be a leader, 
or whether it seems almost to be calcu- 
lated to prevent him, as long as possible, 
and as far as possible, from having any 
but the most superficial contact with it. 


The System Reviewed 


“The RIBA has never set out to be a 
teaching body. It guides architectural 
education through and by an elaborate 
examination system. Half a century ago 
the Royal Institute set up a Board of 
Examiners to conduct examinations 
which would enable pupils in architects’ 
offices to acquire some evidence of quali- 
fication. Then, a few schools of archi- 
tecture, including one or two of 
university status, began to offer full-time 
courses, and to hold their own exami- 
nations. The Board of Examiners was 
therefore converted into a Board of 
Architectural Education with the dual 
function of conducting the RIBA exami- 
nations, and of supervising the schools’ 





Abodes 





** Sometimes I wish your archi- 

tect and building parts would 

tell your quantity surveying self 
to go ahead!” 











215 


internal examinations which were now 
‘recognised ’ as being equivalent thereto. 
This dichotomy of examinations has been 
a source of trouble to us ever since. The 
prestige with which the leading schools 
were invested by enterprising professors, 
coupled with the prospect of qualification 
by internal examinations, attracted to the 
growing number of full-time courses, 
those students who could afford to attend 
them; and the old system of pupilage fol- 
lowed by the RIBA examinations soon 
became known as the ‘ hard’ way to the 
profession. The declared emphasis in the 
schools was on aesthetics, and, while the 
RIBA conducted a fairly strenuous series 
of examinations in the various branches 
of building construction for young men 
who were in contact with building mat- 
ters in the course of their daily work, it 
left the schools with considerable dis- 
cretion as to the amount of practical 
knowledge which they should require of 
students whose acquaintance with archi- 
tectural practice and with builders and 
building was usually limited to casual 
employment in vacations. But, after all, 
in a loose-fitting voluntary system, it was 
not essential that the various exami- 
nations should represent a uniform stand- 
ard of attainment. The best men emerged, 
one way or the other, the misfits dropped 
out, and the. mediocre were reasonably 
provided for. 


A Strait Jacket 


“ Then, in the 1930s the architectural 
profession obtained statutory registration, 
and the whole scheme of training, and 
qualification by two separate systems of 
examination became overnight, inequali- 
ties and all. a strait jacket. Under the 
Architects’ Registration Council a second 
Board of Architectural Education was 
created, subtly different in constitution 
and functions from the old RIBA Board, 
which continued and continues to operate 
alongside it. In the ordinary course any 
needed reforms might soon have come 
about under one Board or the other, but 
Registration had hardly got under way 
when the last war began, and the study of 
architecture had to be carried on in a 
world in which no normal building was 
going on at all. The RIBA chose this 
peculiar period to set up a committee of 
inquiry, and an imposing Report, pub- 
lished in 1944, declared the existing pat- 
tern of recognised schools to be final and 
unalterable , and dismissed pupilage or 
apprenticeship, combined with evening or 
part-time schooling, as an inferior and 
superfluous channel to the profession. 
The Report emphasised the need of the 
Schools for practical and _ practising 
architect-teachers, but did not explain 
how suitable men were to be attracted 
to the work. The post-war period brought 
two complications. Grant-aided students 
crowded into the schools, and govern- 
ment and local government offices began 
to offer prospects of secure employment 
to larger number of assistant architects 
than ever before, provided they could 
show the required statutory qualifications. 
This influx to private and public offices, 
over the last 10 years, of so many young 
school-trained men, excellent in many re- 
spects, but lacking in knowledge of, and 
sympathy with, builders and the building 
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trade, must have been a main factor in 
creating the situation which has made it 
necessary to hold this meeting. Five or 
six years ago (at the time of the Working 
Party inquiry) we awoke to the danger of 
growing unreality in our training system, 
and panic legislation was introduced to 
require students to get a year’s practical 
experience before obtaining their quali- 
fications. This was energetically resisted 
by the students, whose prospects of im- 
mediate well-paid employment were 
threatened, and they succeeded in getting 
the operation of the new rules deferred 
until this year. ; 

‘** So we reach the present phase. Con- 
trary to the wish and expectation of the 
war-time Committee, the numbers of 
students following the hard way to regi- 
stration, through the RIBA external 
examinations, remain high—being at least 
equal to the numbers passing through the 
recognised schools. The numbers of rele- 
gations are also high, owing to the 
rigorous nature of the external exami- 
nations (particularly rigorous in the 
matter of design to which I have referred) 
and to the fact that so many candidates 
present themselves without adequate pre- 
paration. On the other hand there is 
continued dissatisfaction within the pro- 
fession at the lack of practical training 
in the schools. For example, it is said 
to be quite possible for a student to pass 
through his final year, or even longer, in 
some schools, without making a working 
drawing; and specification writing is often 
said to be neglected. Some schools, it is 
true, have been more enterprising than 
others in arranging visits to work in pro- 
gress, in encouraging students to spend 
useful periods in architects’ offices, or 
even in trying to arrange for architectural 
practice to be carried on from the school 
by groups of students working under 
members of the staff; but, even at the 
best, these are palliatives for a system 
that has become too academic and too far 
removed from the wholesome hurly-burly 
of the industry. The RIBA has therefore 
undertaken still further inquiries, and the 
Joint Committee has made recommenda- 
tions, the main effect of which may be 
summarised as follows: 


1. That discrepancies between the 
various existing examinations should, 
so far as possible, be removed; 


2. That there should be less empha- 


sis in examinations on so-called * de- 
sign, and more on the various aspects 
of building construction and_pro- 
fessional practice; 

3. That the benefits of ‘recog- 
nition’ (which means the privilege of 
holding exempting qualifying exami- 
nations) should be extended to 
approved part-time day and evening 
courses catering for the office pupil and 
junior assistant; 

4. That the required minimum 
period of practical experience should, 
as soon as possible, be doubled—to two 
years; 

5. That the RIBA should seek the 
co-operation of other sides of the 
industry in putting these proposals 
into effect. 

“You will notice that these recommen- 
dations reflect a strictly practical attitude 
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to the reforms needed in architectural 
education. They accept the fact with 
which I opened this review, namely, that 
the RIBA is not a teaching body, but 
that its examinations, approved for 
statutory purposes by the Registration 
Council, exert the strongest influence on 
teachers and taught. It follows that when 
the RIBA withdraws its own exami- 
nations and accepts the internal exami- 
nations of a school (the process we call 
‘recognition ’) it is conferring a privilege 
which is only slightly diminished by the 
right of periodical inspection required in 
exchange. The policy of extending this 
privilege to so many full-time courses, 
while withholding it almost entirely from 
composite courses based on_ office 
employment combined with — school 
attendance, has fostered the illusion that 
the study of architecture is an esoteric 
mystery to be jealously guarded from the 
vulgar gaze....Having in mind, no 
doubt, the educational advantages, both 
for teachers and taught, of internal, 
rather than external examinations, the 
Joint Committee took the contrary and 
more liberal view, namely, that the bene- 
fits of recognition should be ‘not restricted 
but extended, under appropriate con- 
ditions, to composite courses, so as to 
encourage those students who take an 
active part in the building industry, as 
architects’ pupils or junior assistants, by 
improving both their courses of training 
and their prospects of qualification. 


Examinations No Side Issue 


“If this were the end of the story, the 
task of this Conference would not be 
difficult,” added Mr. McMorran. “In 
essentially practical occupations like 
building and quantity surveying you are 
not likely to accept a man as properly 
qualified unless he has spent a major part 
of his training period working at the job 
alongside his seniors. You will undoubt- 
edly keep your present pattern of appren- 
ticeship, with day-release or evening 
schooling, or you may be able to develop 
the ‘sandwich’ methods now being 
officially encouraged in the engineering 
field. If we architects were only to come 
to meet you by reorientating our training 
system in favour of composite courses, in 
accordance with the recommendations I 
have just described, there would be little 
difficulty in finding schools where all our 
students could share lectures and exer- 
cises in construction, law, practice, and 
management, and so get to know one 
another. In order to attract students to 
such courses you have to make sure that 
the lectures, or whatever forms the work 
takes, lead directly to the respective quali- 
fying examinations at which they are 
aiming. 

“Let no one persuade you that exami- 
nations are a side issue. They must be 
designed to fit the average student, whose 
objective is a minimum pass mark, 
entitling him to use a label without which 
some employment, or some chance of 
promotion, is inaccessible. If you are 
concerned with his real education you 
must use your examinations to guide his 
studies on the best lines, in the hope that 
he will gain some permanent value from 
them. Any branch of study or experi- 
ence, however valuable, that cannot be 


February 10 1956 


made the subject of a qualifying test, wij) 
not appeal to him. You can afford to be 
starry-eyed about the elite minority, by 
if you are aiming at the average majority 
—and obviously you must be. in a great 
industry like ours—then you must be 
realistic in your attitude to this matter. 
If you agree that a sharing of studies jp 
building construction and administration 
would be to the mutual advantage of alj 
our students, the first thing you must do 
is to make sure that your examinations 
are well conceived, and then that the 
courses you want the students to attend 
are obviously designed to lead up to the 
examinations. I am sure the Royal Insti- 
tution of Chartered Surveyors would find 
no difficulty here, and I suppose the 
duties of the new Board of Building Edu. 
cation are precisely to establish such 
examinations and to encourage such 
courses. But I fear it may prove much 
more troublesome to fit architecture into 
this pattern. 

“1 said, just now, that there would be 
little difficulty in organising mutual train- 
ing courses if we architects were to re- 
orientate ourselves in the direction indi- 
cated by the recommendations of our 
Joint Committee. Unfortunately some of 
these recommendations have not been 
accepted by the RIBA in their original 
form; and the most important modif- 
cation—the only one I need to trouble 
you with—is the one that affects the kind 
of training in which we are interested 
to-day. It has now been decided that the 
recognition of day-release and evening 
courses will be considered only in respect 
of such courses as may be sponsored by 
schools of architecture already holding 
recognition for full-time courses. It is 
vital to your purpose that you should 
understand the effect of this restriction. 
Under our system of statutory regi- 
stration, the urgent necessity of qualifi- 
cation by the most certain route makes 
any unrecognised course, whatever its 
merits, unattractive to the student body. 
If pilot training courses in building sub- 
jects, suited to builders and surveyors, 
and no less suited to architects, are in fact 
to draw many architects to them, the) 
must be conceived in such a manner as 
to command prior recognition by the 
RIBA. You can be sure that any exami- 
nations, associated with such courses, 
which would be acceptable as tests ot 
competence for master builders would be 
more than adequate for the standards 
now required for the Associateship of the 
RIBA. (I would remind you that in 
our present Final Examination we devote 
less than one-third of the total exami 
nation time to building subjects, spending 
all the remainder on a single sketch de- 
sign; and you already know my valuation 
of the design examination!) The objec- 
tion to the recognition of joint courses 
in building subjects will be seen to rest, 
then, not on any technical shortcoming 
of the courses themselves, but on the 
application of restrictions. The effect 
of these restrictions, apparently designed 
in the interest of the profession 
and the public, is to protect the full-time 
schools, and to maintain the position they 
have been able to establish as judge and 
jury in their own cause. 


(Discussion is on page 221.) 
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Design : The plan divides itself into three blocks serving Ti mae comme eh, we 
different functions : Below: 
(a) Assembly (mostly single-storey), including large and : 

small halls, kitchen, music room, changing rooms and 

showers, with boilers under the stage. 

(b) Teaching (two-storey), containing general-purpose 
classrooms, library, administration rooms, cloakrooms 
and some sanitary accommodation. 

(c) Practical (two-storey), with practical teaching spaces 
and further lavatories. 

Assembly is joined to Teaching by a single-storey link 
containing staff/public lavatories and utility rooms which 
can be isolated from the rest of the school by lockable 
doors. The Teaching and Practical blocks are connected 
by a bridge. This articulated plan allows the axis of each 
block to lie along the contours, minimising changes of 
floor level. A report of the contract procedure, together 
with a cost analysis, is given on page 221. 

Construction ; The external facing bricks are a dark 
range of golden brown rustic wire-outs. External walls 
are partly I1l-in. cavity brick, and partly 1-in. nominal 
secret-nailed vertical weatherboarding (African mahogany 
finished with two coats of linseed) on building paper with 
softwood framing. This framing is secured at ground 
level by bolting to short lengths of steel angle rag-bolted 
to the concrete site slab; and at first-floor level by m.s. 
straps bolted to uprights at the outer ends and turned 
down into joints between the floor units at the inner ends. 
At roof level, the framing is secured by bolting to short 
lengths of angle screwed to the perimeter roof joists; 
the upstand parapets being capped with 18-gauge zinc. 

The assembly block is generally of framed construc- 
tion, with BSB section stanchions at 12 ft. 8 in. centres 
and BSB beams and ties. 

The teaching and practical blocks are of cross wall 
construction with intermediate load-bearing 9-in. brick 
partitions at 25 ft. 4 in. or 12 ft. 8 in. centres. The outer 
skin of the 154-in. cavity end walls can be removed to 
facilitate lateral extension. First-floor construction is of 
prestressed precast concrete planks designed to carry 
non-load-bearing partitions. The roof is of Metsec joists 
with lateral herringbone bridging. 

Roof cladding comprises 2-in. Stramit laid on joists or 
between purlins, with three-layer built-up felting. A 


link and teaching block beyond. 
The dining-room as seen 
from the entrance hall. 
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green mineralised finish has been given 
to the pitched roofs and 4-in. granite 
chippings to the flats. Non-load-bearing 
partitions consist of hollow clay blocks. 

Door and window furniture is in 
anodised aluminium finish (Continental 
design). A standard timber range of 
windows comprising about 30 types was 
developed, Gurjun being sciected for the 
frame members so that they might be 
reduced to 1l-in. thickness on face. All 
frames and exposed metal trim are finished 
in white gloss paint. For heating, Rayrads 


are fixed below cill level generally, with This bridge connects the teaching and practical blocks. Its light steel 
hospital radiators for those rooms whose frame has a lateral diagonal tubular bracing, and the load is carried 
brick external walls do not allow the use by BSB stanchions at each corner, thus divorcing the structure from 
Below: The assembly hall. 


of this system. 


Sub-contractors were as follows : 


Asphalting, Excel Asphalte Co., Ltd.; structural steelwork, 
Scaffolding (Great Britain), Ltd.; structural flooring, Concrete, 
Ltd.; thermoplastic and cork tile paving, Semtex, Ltd.; floor 
and wall tiling, Parkinsons (Wall Tiling), Ltd.; terrazzo paving 
Arcanum Terrazzo and Stone Co., Ltd.; timber flooring, Hollis 
Bros., Ltd.; felt roofing, William Briggs and Sons, Ltd.; joinery 
fittings, Webster and Cannon, Ltd.; cloakroom fittings, B. 
Finch and Co., Ltd.; we compartments, William Mallinson 
and Sons, Ltd.; roller shutters, G. Brady and Co., Ltd.; venetian 
blinds, J. Avery and Co., Ltd.; metal windows, Haywards, Ltd.; 
wrought ironwork, John Wixon; plastering, Plastering, Ltd.; 
anti-condensation treatment, C. and T. (Pyrok Contractors), 
Ltd.; painting, C. and T. (Painters), Ltd.; glazing, Faulkner, 
Greene and Co., Ltd.; electrical and heating installations, H. J. 
Cash and Co., Ltd.; oil burners, Combustions, Ltd.; gas installa- 
tion, North Thames Gas Board; stage equipment, Hall Stage 
Equipment, Ltd.; gymnasium equipment, Olympic Gymnasium 
Co., Ltd.; greenhouse, V. and N. Hartley, Ltd.; fencing, Penfold 
Fencing Co., Ltd.; tarmacadam, General Asphalte Co., Ltd. 
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Deletion of Time Extension 
Clause in Contract 


IN preparing the Bills of Quantities, 
the time factor of six calendar 
months for completion necessitated so 
far as possible the elimination of all 
items normally included as PC sums. 
Out of a tender figure of £88,679, the 
whole of the work in the Bills of Quan- 
tities was measured, with the exception 
of PC sums totalling £6,589. This 
included the light steel frame to the 
assembly block and connecting bridge, 
steel windows to the bridge, teaching 
room and kitchen joinery fittings, gym- 
nasium equipment, greenhouse and the 
usual charges for water, gas and electri- 
city connections to mains. 

Heating and electrical installations 
were dealt with by sending to the 
tenderers (some weeks prior to the des- 
patch of Bills of Quantities) heating and 
electrical drawings and specifications, the 
tenderers being requested to obtain their 
own quotations from heating and elect- 
tical contractors and to insert the cost 
of these services against the appropriate 
items provided in the Bills of Quantities. 
It was noted that this method allowed 
the tendering contractors to obtain keen, 
competitive prices from firms known to 
them, and to obtain undertakings from 
these firms to perform and complete 
their sections of the work as and when 
required. With this degree of control 
over these important services the success- 
ful contractor was able to enter upon 
this short contract period with greater 
confidence. 

In pricing his Bills of Quantities, the 
successful tenderer showed great care in 
calculating and pricing in detail items 
for site and office overheads, site super- 
vision, site equipment and the importa- 
tion and transport of labour, and further 
inserting in the general summary detailed 
costs of insurances, water for the works 
and other requirements under the Work- 
ing Rule Agreement. This detailed pricing 
of preliminaries and insurances indicated 
the full consideration given by the con- 
tractor to the build-up of his tender 
figure, realising as he did that a con- 
struction time of six months would call 
for a high degree of office and site 
efficiency. 

Cost Analysis 
figures : — 

No. of form entries 


based on __ tender 


2 (minus 2 classrooms) 


No. of places 300/340 

Floor area (sq ft.) 25,680 

No. of sq. ft. per place 75.5 

Nett cost £84,870 

*Nett cost per place £263 14s. 8d. 
External works £4,809 

tGross cost £89,679 

Gross cost per place £279 5s. 10d. 
Tender date —, 1955. 


*The normal limit of nett cost per shies, 
calculated in accordance with Building Bulletin 
No. 2A, part 4, was £264. 

tThis includes £1,000 for preparation of 
Playing fields. 
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Interrelated Training for the Building Industry 


(Continued from page 216) 


Discussion 


Mr. P. G. FREEMAN (RIBA and Board of 
Architectural Education): The views which 
Mr. McMorran has expressed are not the 
official views of the RIBA, and I should 
like to correct the impression which certain 
statements of his may have given. He is 
wrong in expecting a good deal of opposi- 
tion from the recognised schools to the set- 
ting up of composite courses. We have 
already had an application in considerable 
detail from one recognised schoo] for the 
setting up of a part-time composite course, 
and two other schools are actively working 
on such courses. A number of the full-time 
recognised schools are extremely interested 
in this Conference and what it is trying to 
do, and Mr. McMorran in his private war 
on the recognised schools has misled us on 
this point. 

Mr. McMorran gave the impression that 
a student could pass through a recognised 
school without doing any working drawings, 
but that is not true; the students have to 
do at least two full sets of working draw- 
ings, and in some cases three or four. 


Mr. D. H. McMorran: I referred only 
to the last year in most schools when I said 
it was possible that no working drawings 
were done. 

Mr. P. G. FREEMAN: I agree that in cer- 
tain schools they do not do a full set of 
working drawings in the final year, but they 
have done them towards the end of the 
fourth year. 


Mr. T. E. HALL (Principal, City of Liver- 
pool College of Building, representing the 
Association of Teachers in Technical Insti- 
tutions): On the question of the co-ordina- 
tion of the training of architects, surveyors 
and builders, I have 760 part-time architec- 
tural students who come one, two or three 
days a week, and who must attend the col- 
lege for seven years as a minimum. During 
that time they must pass certain college 
examinations and do the necessary testimon- 
ies of study for the RIBA. I have the utmost 
difficulty in inducing in those young men 
any ideas of design. We try to make them 
self-critical, but they have so much work 
to do for these testimonies of study that 
they have little time to do college-based 
projects. I was disturbed when the Com- 
mittee set up to consider the McMorran 
Report rejected the idea that such colleges 
as mine should be given greater recognition. 
That is the policy of the RIBA, but in my 


view it is a totally mistaken one. It means 
putting on the students a tremendous job 
of work and imposing on the staff an impos- 
sible task in trying to produce a critical 
architect. 


In my college we set some 700 examina- 
tions each year. The content of the courses 
is determined by the professional Institutions 
or by the Joint Committee for National Cer- 
tificates or Diplomas. We must satisfy 
the desire of the student to have at the end 
of his studies a reasonable chance of pass- 
ing the examinations of his chosen profes- 
sional Institution, and until there is some 
co-ordination of ideas between the people 
concerned we shall continue to be in a dif- 
ficult position. I welcome anything that will 
promote the marrying of courses in the 
technical colleges. 


Mr. E. M. RicE (RIBA and Board of 
Architectural Education): I am concerned 
at Mr. McMorran’s apparent dislike of 
whole-time courses. A young man who 
wishes to enter any profession should be 
able to choose whether he will do so by 
attending a full-time or a part-time course. 
Those who wish to become architects or to 
occupy positions of some authority in any 
industry, however, must have time during 
their training to develop their ideas without 
pressure from the hurly-burly of industrial 
life, and that is likely to be possible only 
in a full-time course. Practical training is 
essential, but it must not interfere with a 
young man being sufficiently sheltered from 
the hazards of practical life to be able to 
develop his ideas. That seems the only way 
to produce first-class men. 


As principal of a building school in Lon- 
don I may say that for over four years we 
have been experimenting with collaboration 
in training. We have learnt some things 
which may be useful, but we have learnt a 
great deal more about things which should 
not be done and are not useful. We need 
another five to ten years of experimental 
work on these courses before we are likely 
to find one which will be satisfactory. 


Dr. R. BrRapDBuRY (City Architect, Liver- 
pool): I am glad it has been underlined that 
Mr. McMorran has given his personal views, 
not those of the RIBA. We shall be head- 
ing for trouble if one profession attempts 
to decide what is good for another. We must 
work out our own salvation. We all agree, 
however, that there is need for co-ordination 
at some stage in the training in our various 
disciplines. I feel that that stage comes 


(Continued on page 222 





BOARD OF BUILDING EDUCATION 


Appointment of Independent Chairman 


AT ITS second meeting in January this 
year the Board of Building Education 
decided to appoint an independent chairman. 
It was felt that the wide field of building 
education demanded such leadership and 
guidance as could only come from someone 
having extensive knowledge of technical 
education and of the educational needs of 
industry, especially of the building industry, 


A committee called to consider this 
appointment was unanimous in its recom- 
mendation that Sir Graham Savage, CB, be 
invited to become chairman of the Board, 
and Sir Graham has intimated his acceptance. 

Sir Graham has had a _ distinguished 
career in the educational world. After hold- 
ing tutorial appointments in this country, 


Canada and Egypt, he was District Inspector 
to the Board of Education from 1919 to 
1927. In 1932 he was appointed Chief 
Inspector of Technical Schools and Colleges, 
and was Senior Chief Inspector from 1933 
to 1940. He held the appointment of Chief 
Education Officer to the London County 
Council from 1940 to 1951. 


Since 1951 Sir Graham has been deputy 
chairman of the Building Apprentices Train- 
ing Council, after being chairman of its 
education and welfare committee from its 
beginning in 1942. 

Under Sir Graham’s chairmanship the 
Board looks forward to a term of successful 
activity, which, it is hoped, will be of last- 
ing benefit to the industry as a whole. 
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when the basic discipline of his own profes- 
sion has been taught to the student. 

1 would make the plea that someone 
should write textbooks on administration 
and management. 

Mr. F, LESLIE WALLIS (President, Institute 
of Builders): I do not think that Mr. 
McMorran can have intended to say that 
the building industry has not had an exam- 
ination system; he knows that the Institute 
of Builders has been running examinations 
since 1923 and has fostered technical educa- 
tion ever since then, but not as a joint course. 
I am very disturbed to learn that while he 
thinks that there should be no difficulty in 
the RICS co-operating he fears that * it may 
prove much more troublesome to fit archi- 
tecture into this pattern.” I am conscious 
that all is not right with education in build- 
ing, and that we still have a Jong way to go, 
but I am also conscious that all is not right 
with architectural education, because I am 
convinced that if architects were given more 
practical experience on building sites, or if 
there was closer co-operation in their train- 
ing before they qualified, we should have 
fewer headaches on the building site in try- 
ing to do what the architect wants us to do, 
which is sometimes quite impossible. The 
architectural profession will have a great 
deal to gain by closer co-operation, and 
builders will gain much by co-ordination at 
some period, either in the earlier or later 
stages of the course or afterwards. 

So far as the setting up of a Committee 
is concerned, as recommended in para. 35 
of the McMorran Report, I see no need for 
a fresh Committee. We have the Board of 
Building Education and the Board of Archi- 
tectural Education, and a_ sub-committee 
from each could get together and go into 
all these questions. The whole building in- 
dustry lacks the standard of education which 
it ought to have. We can get it only by 
keeping close together, finding our weak- 
nesses and improving our standards. 


Co-operation Defined 


Mr. P. G. FREEMAN: I am sure that the 
RIBA will be very willing to co-operate in 
the way outlined. We have already con- 
sidered meetings between representatives of 
our own Board of Education and the Board 
of Building Education. I feel, however, 
that the RIBA will not agree to allow cer- 
tain elements with decided views on archi- 
tectural education to upset the whole of the 
present system of education or to use this 
co-operation to try to do so. We are pre- 
pared to co-operate, with the system which 
we have, and possibly even to modify it in 
the light of subsequent events, 

Mr. LestiE WALLIS: Co-operation does 
not consist of saying “ This is what we are 
doing.” I take it that what our architect 
friends mean is “We are willing to meet 
you, and if you can show us where we are 
wrong we will think about altering it.” 

Mr. NORMAN THOMAS (Cardiff): I speak 
as a member of a firm of practising archi- 
tects. When we get qualified assistants we 
expect them to be able to undertake responsi- 
bility, and there is not the time to give them 
basic training which they should have 
acquired during their education. 

Mr. D. E. Woopsin—E PaRIsH: On Mr. 
Thomas’s point, it is unlikely that anyone 
who has pursued a recognised course of 
study at a school of architecture, or a 
diploma course, can at its conclusion be con- 
sidered to be competent to accept responsi- 
bility. Responsibility must include the direc- 
tion of the work of others, and without prac- 
tical experience a man cannot hope, in what- 
ever field of activity he is engaged, to be 
able to administer the work of others. One 
of the weaknesses of the present position is 
that after five years in an architectural school 
the student can be considered only as ready 
to enter the industry for a substantial period 
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of practical experience. If the schools are 
to turn out people able to accept positions 
of responsibility we shall have to realign 
the whole of our thinking on this subject. . . 
The “ airtight ” outlook which we adopt to- 
wards the various sectional interests in our 
industry is one of the main causes of our 
problems to-day. 


Need for Understanding 


Mr. IAN LESLIE (Editor, “ The Builder ”): 
It seems to me that in the discussion we shall 
be wise not to get bogged down by differ- 
ences of opinion on ways and means or ob- 
sessed by the difficulties which stand in the 
way; rather let us try to reach agreement on 
the principles involved in the thesis of the 
desirability of closer liaison between build- 
ers, surveyors, engineers and architects in 
training matters. The various partners whose 
united efforts produce our buildings are 
expected in present conditions to learn their 
jobs in watertight compartments. Most of 
the grumbles about the shortcomings of 
architects and builders are due to lack of 
understanding by the one of how the other 
works and of his problems, and how can we 
expect anything else with our present 
methods of training? 

I believe that what I would call the myth 
of professionalism has a great deal to do 
with this. The architect is a professional 
man, and the builder is held not to be. The 
architect is recompensed by fees which in- 
crease with the amount of building costs, 
while the builder earns his keep by a profit 
which increases as the cost goes down; but 
by some mysterious reasoning the architect 
is called a professional man and the builder 
is not. That does not make sense. Most of 
the architects I know are men of integrity 
and of the highest principles, and the same 
is true of the builders. No one body of men 
has the right to claim the virtue of integrity 
as its peculiar possession. 

If there were no other reason for the 
establishment of some course of training 
such as we are discussing, the fact that it 
would bring engineers, architects, quantity 
surveyors and builders together at an early 
stage of their training on a common—or 
better still a commonroom—basis would be 
sufficient justification. Those who are going 
to be partners in the adventure of building 
should grow up educationally together. That 
would be the first step towards really effici- 
ent building. The process might even pro- 
duce better architects, and it could certainly 
not influence architectural design for the 
worse. Another advantage is that it would 
enable some students to recognise where 
their true bent lay and to make a change 
within the framework of their course with- 
out losing time or wasting their studies up 
to that point. 

I hope we shall agree on the principle of 
having some live body on which all sides 
of the industry are represented, the job of 
which it will be to keep under review and 
to co-ordinate individual training  pro- 
grammes and permit one or more experi- 
mental courses to be set up in selected parts 
of the country in which the value of the 
thesis which has been outlined may be 
tested. We do not want an overall scheme 
at this stage: we have to feel our way, but 
we should make a start. 

If we do recognise any such course which 
may be devised, we must do so from the 
start. It is no good saying that we shall 
recognise it only when it has proved itself. 
I hope we shall start something to-day which 
will lead to collaborative building in the 
best sense. 

rk. D. A. G. ReErp (Principal, Brixton 
School of Building and_ representative, 
Association of Principals in Technical Insti- 
tutions): Some confusion has arisen from a 
failure to distinguish between the contribu- 
tions which academic studies and practical 
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training can make to education. The British 
tradition is of training in praciice, and . 
of specific training for any particular on 
tion in an educational institution. The valye 
of academic studies as a supplement to train. 
ing has long been recognised, and in th. 
last hundred years in particular there i 
been a tendency to relate these studies more 
closely to practical training; but, in general 
academic studies and practical training have 
been recognised as two almost separate 
aspects of preparation for professional work 

Architecture has been to some extent an 
exception to this general rule. The swino 
during the early years of this century from 
training in practice, often with very limited 
academic studies, to training almost entirely, 
in an educational institution is exceptiona| 
in British practice, and 1 think experience 
has shown that the pendulum has swung 
too far and that there would be some ad- 
vantage in adopting a more normal arrange- 
ment of, say, three years of full-time study 
and two years or more of recognised train- 
ing in practice, though there are many othe; 
possible arrangements. 

I am certain that it will be of great benefi 
if the young architect spends a substantia! 
training period in industry with a contractor. 
This should go far to remedy the present 
deficiencies in the architect’s training. Some 
modification in his basic studies may be 
needed to prepare the young architect to 
enter a building contractor’s organisation, 
but I do not believe that it would be exten- 
sive or that the difficulties of accommodat- 
ing young architects in building firms need 
be serious. If the majority of building con- 
tractors would provide anything like the 
facilities for trainees provided by some of 
the most efficient firms in the industry there 
would be room for all. The architects might 
also help to train builders. 

I am convinced that the answer to the 
problem of architectural education is not 
to be found in trying in the near future to 
combine the basic studies of architects, sur- 
veyors and builders. I am not an architect, 
and am concerned only indirectly with 
architectural education, so that I feel free 
to say that I regard the full-time course in 
architecture as a first-class educational 
instrument; and there are not many such 
instruments in this country. A modification 
of these courses, unless very carefully 
handled, could easily do a great deal more 
harm than good. I recognise that academic 
studies in architecture might be substantially 
shortened in the present full-time course, 
but to play about with their subject-matter. 
without careful experiment, might do more 
harm than good. 

I agree that experiments in associating to 
a limited extent certain studies between 
architects, surveyors and builders might 
prove fruitful, but we need time to develop 
them. Combined studies at postgraduate 
level might prove very valuable, but experi- 
ment here is still in a very early stage, and 
until colleges receive much more active en- 
couragement by the industry and the pro- 
fessions they will not be able to make much 
progress in this field. 


Confidence and Efficiency 


Mr. F. M. SLEEMAN (NFBTE): As a pro- 
vincial builder, | feel we must bear in mind 
the need in our industry for efficiency which 
will lead to reduction in cost, and I believe 
that one of the ingredients required for that 
efficiency is confidence. There must be con- 
fidence on the part of the architect when he 
visits the site that the agent knows his job. 
and confidence on the part of the agent in 
the young architect. That requires some- 
thing more than theoretical education, !t 
demands a real knowledge of the problem. 
We may not be certain of the path we ought 
to tread, but we in the NFBTE certainly 
accept our responsibility for dealing with 
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this matter. . .- I am sure that if the Board of 
Building Education and the Board of Archi- 
tectural Education will get together we shall 
make progress and create that confidence in 
one another which will lead to efficiency. 


Mr. H. A. ACKLAND (RICS): It has_ been 
gid that some schools are already aiming 
at a common training for the technical, 
managerial and professional sides of the in- 
dustry. AS a governor of a technical col- 
jege | am aware of this, and IJ believe that 
much more can be done if it is done in the 
early stages of training. Quantity surveyors 
have been accused of being slightly evening- 
class-minded, but that is not true. We think 
that full-time training can be useful, but 
only to a limited extent, and that our present 
balance between full-time training and train- 
ing in an office is the best that is possible 
under present conditions, though not entirely 
satisfactory. 


Structural Engineer’s Part 


Me. D. T. WILLIAMS (Institution of Struc- 
tural Engineers): The structural engineer is 
a member of the building team, but he can 
give of his best only if allowed to play with 
the team and not left standing on the touch- 
line. From the nature of his work he too 
is a creative designer, and co-operation with 
the architect not only in later life but in his 
studies is very desirable. 

Much has been said about the need for 
members of the building profession to 
understand the meaning of the architect, 
but it is equally important for the architect 
to understand the functions of the engineer. 

The engineer has certain problems of 

organisation and management which should 
not be confused with those normally dealt 
with in schools of building. He has to 
specialise in his own organisation for co- 
operative and rapid design and detailing, 
delivery and site erection. He will not as a 
student be particularly interested in the 
organisation of small building firms from a 
profit-making point of view. 
Engineers have already made some move 
towards co-operation in the early stages. 
There is a common preliminary examination 
for structural, electrical and municipal engi- 
neers, which is being developed further. The 
Institution of Structural Engineers is well 
aware of the problems and is willing to co- 
operate in any schemes, but it may be at the 
postgraduate stage that we could give the 
greatest help. 


Mr. GERALD Hitt (London): There is 
one small but important group who seem to 
be completely overlooked, the undergradu- 
ates at Oxford and Cambridge. What are 
they to do when they come down, bearing 
in mind that they will be about 23 years 
old and will expect to earn a small salary? 
Mr. W. James: I hope that all the bodies 
will look very carefully at their examina- 
tion syllabuses and see what can be done to 
make things easier for the man who has 
been to a university and done two years 
National Service, and who has thus, perhaps, 
gained a wider outlook and taken up one 
or two subjects which might interrelate with 
the syllabus. 

Mr. D. H. McMorran: Mr. Hill’s point 
touches architects very closely, because after 
three years at a university a young man 
might well feel that he could enter the archi- 
tectural profession, but at present he is faced 
with having to spend another five years in 
an academic institution, unless he chooses 
what I have called “ the hard way.” We 
should welcome university graduates into 
our offices and to part-time courses. Much 
of the trouble is due to the idea that archi- 
tecture can be learnt only by a five-year 
course in a university or similar institution. 
MR. PETER SHEPHEARD, BArch: I think 
that Mr. McMorran is fogging the issue. We 
all know how keen he is on what he calls 
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practical training, as opposed to academic, 
but the fact remains that anyone who wants 
to go to a university and become, say, a 
doctor or a lawyer takes the course which 
leads to that. All through this discussion 
we have heard the word “ practical,” but it 
is practical for a man to learn that which 
he wishes to do in later life, and to-day we 
have a division of Jabour: architects design 
buildings and builders put them up. It is 
not unpractical for an architect who is going 
to design buildings to spend five years in 
doing just that as part of his education. If 
he is simply the pupil of another architect, 
he never gets a chance to design a building. 
There are administrative problems, problems 
of site organisation and all that goes on in 
an architect’s office, but most schools of 
architecture devote a good deal of time to 
these, though I agree not enough. I hope 
to see courses for builders at what I would 
call a university level which will attract into 
the building industry young men who now, 
because, perhaps, of “snob appeal,” go into 
architecture or engineering. They should be 
brought into the building industry through 
a three-year or even a five-year course of a 
much more academic nature than is pro- 
posed at the moment, though some time 
must of course be spent on the building site. 
When we have decided how much over- 
lapping there is, it would be extremely use- 
ful for the two courses to take place in close 
proximity. I should like to see a building 
course of this kind established in connection 
with a school of architecture such as the 
Architectural Association, which has been 
thinking about this for some time. 

Mr. WoopsiNnE ParisH: As | said in my 
paper, we have to make a clear analysis of 
the anatomy of our industry. We have to 
analyse the whole process of how buildings 
are achieved, and if we agree to the setting 
up of some Joint Committee that will be 
its first responsibility. 


Quality of Teaching 


Mr. W. ALLEN (18 Club): I think that 
Mr. Woodbine Parish is quite right. The 
only person who can depart from conven- 
tions is the man with a clear grasp of the 
principles underlying what he is departing 
from and who knows where he is going, and 
he will not get this grasp except at a uni- 
versity-level type of course. Architects have 
a university-level type of education as their 
standard, and such education for building 
must be introduced as soon as practicable. 
That is where the real basis for our working 
together will be found. .. . For all university- 
level education in this field we have to have 
teachers. At present our teachers are often 
no better than many of their average pupils, 
but they should be a great deal better. 

Mr. W. JAMES: Quantity surveyors are 
anxious to help. Joint study between quan- 
tity surveyors and architects should be post- 
qualification, I think, rather than at an early 
stage. I agree that the managerial side of 
building is just as professional as any other 
side, but there is the point that the architect 
and the quantity surveyor are looking after 
somebody else’s money, whereas the builder 
is in the main looking after his own. It 
means a different approach. 

Mr. PETER TRENCH: As an_ individual 
builder I feel that we should try to do some- 
thing quickly and should divide the 
problems into long-term and immediate. As 
a short-term suggestion, I suggest that such 
students who are back with building firms 
for six months in the year should have the 
opportunity to join a course, possibly at 
the AA, during that period, or part of it, to 
study subjects which are not covered by the 
ordinary building syllabus but which are 
broader and which could-also be studied by 
architects at the AA. 

ALDERMAN P., J. BENINGFIELD (Institute of 
Clerks of Works): From this discussion it 
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seems that we accept the architect as leader 
and believe that if the problems of training 
young architects are solved the others will 
fall into place. I do not think so. Many 
architects have not the faintest idea how 
what they put on paper is put into opera- 
tion. Some good firms of architects and 
engineers send their trainees and assistants 
to the site twice a week at least to see how 
their part of the work is being carried out, 
but there are other firms whose staffs never 
leave the office, and this happens also with 
county councils. Something could be done 
about that now. 

A clerk of works usually gets his training 
as a general foreman. If you bring a young 
architect on to the site as assistant clerk of 
works I doubt whether the building owner 
will be entirely satisfied with his decisions; ° 
he would need to have a good teacher. My 
experience has shown me that where co- 
operation is lacking on those buildings I have 
been on, it is not between architect, builder 
and structural engineer but between other 
trades and the mechanical and electrical 
engineers. 


« Public Confidence Lost”’ 


Mr. G. Wuitsy (RIBA and Board of 
Architectural Education): It has been sug- 
gested that this Conference grew out of the 
McMorran Report, but I suggest that the 
real reason for it is that the public has lost 
confidence in the building industry. The 
main difficulty is, however, that the men 
that the industry needs are lacking. The 
industry lacks national leadership, which is 
not the function of the RIBA. It uses anti- 
quated tools and antiquated forms of con- 
tract. A clean-up is needed in other fields 
as well as education. 

Mr. G. O. Swayne (Board of Building 
Educaiion): There is no doubt that the 
architect and surveyor, as members of fee- 
earning professions, enjoy a somewhat pro- 
tected position in contrast to the builder in 
an open industry. I should like to ask 
whether members of these professions, and 
particularly architects, are prepared to 
acknowledge the necessity of examined 
qualifications to practise as a builder and, 
if so, whether they are willing to give 
tangible recognition to qualified men. 

Dr. R. P. ANDREWS (Cement and Con- 
crete Association): I suggest that the origin 
of this Conference is the divorce of the 
architect and builder which took place very 
long ago. That was a tragedy, and we now 
want them to get together again. Engineer- 
ing organised itself far better, in that when 
it split into civil, mechanical and electrical 
they were not divorced in the universities 
and their basic training remained identical. 
It would be more logical to bring the build- 
ing and civil engineering side of a university 
course under the same direction as the archi- 
tectural side and away from mechanical and 
electrical engineering. It is unfortunate that 
the university with one of the biggest engi- 
neering schools has one of the smallest 
architectural schools. I see that the Uni- 
versity of Liverpool is advertising a Chair 
of Building. I hope that there will be liaison 
between that Chair and the Chair of 
Architecture. 

The three authors then replied briefly to 
the discussion. 


Mr. D. H. McMorraNn: The idea that all 
this arises from a vendetta of my own is 
not true and may do great harm to the seri- 
ous cause which we alJl have at heart. We 
all feel that something has to be done on the 
more mundane sides of the architect’s work. 
I am disturbed by the apparent opinion of 
some speakers that all is well in the field of 
architectural education. The fact that this 
Conference is taking place proves the con- 
trary. It has been implied that I dislike all 
our full-time schools of architecture. 
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Nothing could be further from the fact. If 
they can learn anything from this kind of 
discussion and improve their methods I am 
sure that they will do so. I have the greatest 
respect for them and for their heads. What, 
however, I am anxious to put forward, on 
behalf of many architects all over the coun- 
try and very many students who have no 
voice, is that a fair “ crack of the whip” 
should be given to those who choose to 
obtain their training while taking an active 
part in the industry. 


I do not think that there is any danger of 
serious interference by one section of the 
industry with the training methods of an- 
other, but any too open resentment of the 
possibility of such interference would imply 
that some very real interference is necessary. 


I disagree with the view that practical 
experience should be in the nature of post- 
graduate experience, because I think that it 
would be adopted, and has already been 
adopted, as a corrective to a form of train- 
ing which has gone in the wrong direction. 


Mr. W. JAMES: There has been in this 
Conference a much wider measure of agree- 
ment than I expected, both that something 
ought to be done and with regard to what 
we ought to do. ... Mr. Wallis suggested 
that if the Board of Architectural Education 
and the Board of Building Education would 
get together, that is all that we want. I 
suggest that the surveyors and the engineers 
have something to offer and should be 
brought in. The material is here; let us get 
on with it. 


* No Fun in Building ” 


Mr. D. E. WoopDBINE PaRIsH: The contri- 
bution which struck me most forcibly was 
Mr. Leslie’s; he set up a series of signposts 
which we might very well follow. The 
reference made |ater to the total efficiency of 
our industry is very important, because in- 
efficiency anywhere in the building industry 
is a threat to the prosperity of the whole 
industry everywhere. ... Where I think that 
we fail dismally at the moment is that we do 
not enjoy building any more or make people 
feel good as a result of their achievements, 
small or large. The crafts, the people on 
whom we all depend, are often ignored, 
though it is craftsmanship, skill in the hands 
of individuals, which is the measure of our 
achievement as an industry. We must do 
more to make people enjoy building and 
derive a deep sense of satisfaction from what 
they do. We must have concord instead of 
discord and get rid of feelings of collective 
distrust. 


THE CHAIRMAN (Mr. Harvey Frost): We 
must report back to the Joint Committee. 
I have sensed in the Conference differences 
of approach but a general realisation that a 
problem does exist, that there are improve- 
ments which can be made in training in all 
the fields which we represent, and that im- 
provements can be effected by a greater 
measure of collaboration. I suggest that we 
formally report back to the main Commit- 
tee on these lines: 


That this Conference, being confident 
that the building industry could improve 
its standards and raise its productivity by 
interrelating the training of its constituent 
administrative branches, invites the Joint 
Consultative Committee of Architects, 
Quantity Surveyors and Builders to spon- 
sor a representative National Advisory 
Committee to keep under review the cur- 
rent systems of training, including quali- 
fications by examination, and to consult 
with responsible bodies and assist in pro- 
moting mutual developments, and to 
report periodically. 


The text read out by the Chairman was 
adopted without dissent, and the meeting 
then terminated. 


THE BUILDER 


A CANTERBURY SCHOOL 
City Council’s Reply to Criticisms 


CRITICISMS in The Builder of Canter- 

bury City Council’s action in paying 
500 guineas to the City Architect, Mr. 
L. Hugh Wilson, for his services in con- 
nection with the Archbishop’s Church of 
England Secondary Modern School, have 
been answered by the Council. 

At their February meeting THE Mayor, 
Cllr. T. E. Carling, said: “* The main criti- 
cisms of the Council’s action appeared in 
The Builder which stated: 

‘Whether or not there were in Canter- 
bury any special circumstances we do not 
know ... The principle that official archi- 
tects should deal only with local authority 
or departmental work and that private 
practitioners should concern themselves 
with the residue is sa well established as 
to need no elucidation.’ 


“Well, there were special circumstances, 
and this was a local matter. The City Coun- 
cil is the authority for the approval of the 
recommendations of the Joint Education 
Committee in so far as they affect this city. 
The school, being a state-aided one, comes 
within the purview of that committee, but 
there are also other matters in connection 
with this school which are peculiarly the sole 
concern of the Council, such as the provision 
of the playing fields. 

“ The school is being built by the Diocesan 
Education Committee and it was that com- 
mittee which in the first place approached 
the Council as to whether the services of Mr. 
Wilson (for whose ability it had a great 
respect), could be utilised for’ the design of 
the school. This, the Council, in view of its 
own peculiar interest in the school, agreed 
to allow, subject to there being no loss to 
the ratepayers, and that any work done by 
Mr. Wilson or his staff in Council time 
should be met out of the fee to be paid 
by the Diocesan Committee. 


* Ratepayers Gain £2,200 ” 


“Moreover, it was distinctly understood 
that no profit should accrue to the Diocesan 
Committee by reason of the acceptance by 
Mr. Wilson of a fee below that fixed by the 
RIBA scale. In other words, the full fee 
was to be paid. The arrangement has re- 
sulted in a gain to the ratepayers of some 
£2,200, which should do much to pacify the 
gentleman who complains that the City 
Architect’s department costs a 6d. rate. 

“IT maintain that by allowing our architect 
to act in this matter in connection with a 
local public building in which we as a muni- 
cipal body have so great an interest, we have 
done nothing unethical, but, indeed, have 
saved much time which would have been 
spent in collaboration, if the school had been 
designed by an outside architect. 

“ Also, I understand that throughout Mr. 
Wilson has acted with the full approval of 
his professional organisations.” 


HOUSING PROGRESS REPORT 
Decrease in Completions in 1955 


Durinc 1955 a total of 316,995 permanent 
houses and flats were completed in Great 
Britain compared with 347,605 in 1954. The 
1955 total was made up as follows: houses 
built by local authorities, 191,803; by pri- 
vate builders, 113,457; by housing associa- 
tions, 4,575; and by Government depart- 
ments, 7,160. Completions in December, 
1955, numbered 28,450 compared with 
30,662 in December, 1954. These figures 
are given in the Housing Progress Reports 
presented to Parliament as White Papers by 
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the Minister of Housing and Local Govern. 
ment and the Secretary of State for Scotland 
(Cmd. 9681, Housing Return for England 
and Wales, December 31, 1955, HMSO, price 
Is. 3d.; and Cmd. 9680, Housing Return 
for Scotland, HMSO, price 1s., respectively) 


CLEAN AIR AND FUEL 
EFFICIENCY 


Fourth Annual Exhibition at 
Charing Cross 


"IXHE Solid Smokeless Fuels Federation jg 

presenting its fourth annual Clean Air 
and Fuel Efficiency Exhibition at the 
Charing Cross Underground Station. This 
exhibition coincides with the introduction 
of the Clean Air Bill by the Government 
The Federation reports that this exhibition 
is not so much the culmination of the smoke 
abatement campaign as the beginning of a 
period of great change in those parts of 
Britain affected by the proposals in the Bill, 


Upon entering the exhibition one’s eye js 
caught by the comparison between the 
“clean town” with its blue sky and sun- 
light, and a blown up map of Britain showing 
“black spots,” where so many hours of sun- 
light are lost, and where deposits of soot 
up to 125 tons per square mile are deposited 
every year. Solid smokeless fuels are given 
a prominent part of the exhibition, and it 
is now reported that the total yearly pro- 
duction has reached 38,500,000 tons, 
Another contrast of the exhibition shows 
the lack of amenities in the old-fashioned 
home with the improved standards of living 
which follow the conversion to modern heat 
services. 


There is a special] advice bureau running 
throughout the exhibition for the reception 
of local authority and other officials con- 
cerned with the establishment of smokeless 
zones and smoke control areas. The exhi- 
bition is open until February 18. 


The Rt. Hon. Duncan Sandys, MP, Minis- 
ter of Housing and Local Government, who 
declared the exhibition opened on Janv- 
ary 30, emphasised that the domestic con- 
sumer of fuel had just as much responsi- 
bility to combat the evils of smog and smoke 
as had industry. The Minister expressed the 
hope that the saying “smoke with fire” 
would soon be reversed to read “ fire without 
smoke.” 


BUILDING RESEARCH 


National President on Experiments 
by Contractors 


Mr. NIGEL HANNEN, president of the 
National Federation of Building Trades 
Employers, speaking at the annual dinner 
of the Leicester Association of Building 
Trades Employers, at Leicester on February 
1, said: “ Year by year the building industry 
is becoming more and more research minded 
and I hope that the work of the liaison com- 
mittee, which has been set up jointly by the 
Building Research Station and the NFBTE, 
will lead to the carrying out—by contractors 
—of an increasing number of experiments 
in conjunction with the Station. Through its 
publications and its regional research com- 
mittees the Federation will continue to make 
the results of research widely known and to 
encourage members to adopt them.” 





february 


I 
(Fr 


The E 
GHAR! 
Aut 
of new P 
of the C 
tricity 

Statione! 
sented t 
Minister 
A tot 
mendati 
propose 
difficien 
tion by 
and sup 
and the 
tion to 
board | 
three 0! 
respons 
operati 
“We 

“ that 
Board 
recomr 
in the 
station 
eight-y 
the da 
sion,” 
Comm 
frustré 
inclus 
to be 
comm 
To 
lose tl 
techn 
mend 
desig 
searc 
balar 
speci 
reas¢ 
chan 
and 
duce 
givel 
man 
und 


addi 
desi 
Ad 
of 

Cor 


10 1956 


al Govern. 
t Scotlang 
T England 
MSO, Price 
‘Pectively), 


JEL 
mm at 


eration is 
Clean Air 

at the 
On. This 
roduction 
vernment, 
>xhibition 
he Smoke 
ing of a 
parts of 
the Bill, 
’S eye is 
een the 
ind sun- 
showing 
s of sun- 
Of soot 
leposited 
Te given 
» and it 
rly pro- 
) tons, 
1 shows 
shioned 
of living 
rn heat 


running 
ception 
Is con- 
\Okeless 
le exhi- 


Minis- 
it, who 
Janu- 
iC con- 
sponsi- 
smoke 
sed the 
fire” 
yithout 


vents 


f the 
"rades 
linner 
ilding 
ruary 
lustry 
inded 
com- 
y the 
BTE, 
ctors 
nents 
sh its 
com- 
nake 
1d to 


February 10 1956 


IN PARLIAMENT 


(From Our Parliamentary 
Correspondent) 


The Electricity Supply Industry 

GHARP criticism of the Central Electricity 

Authority’s procedure for the planning 
of new power stations is made in the Report 
of the Committee of Inquiry into the Elec- 
tricity Supply Industry (Cmd_ 9672, 
Stationery Office, 6s. 6d.) which was pre- 
sented to Parliament by Mr. Aubrey Jones, 
Minister of Fuel and Power, on January 31. 

A total of 125 conclusions and recom- 
mendations are made. The Committee 
propose to remedy some of the defects and 
difficiencies in the Authority’s administra- 
tion by the separation of the operational 
and supervisory functions of the Authority 
and the transfer of responsibility for genera- 
tion to a statutory Generation Board. That 
board which would have a chairman and 
three or four full-time members would have 
responsibility for the construction and 
operation of power stations. 

“We would hope,” the Committee state, 
“that the establishment of the Generation 
Board and certain other changes which we 
recommend would lead to greater efficiency 
in the design and planning of power 
stations.” The existing system, involving an 
eight-year cycle from “ original conception to 
the date of the station coming into commis- 
sion,” is open to serious criticism. In the 
Committee’s view it leads to considerable 
frustration among the staff and involves the 
inclusion of features which “are or ought 
to be obsolescent by the time the station is 
commissioned.” 

To settle the design so far ahead was to 
lose the possibility of incorporating the latest 
technical advances. The Committee recom- 
mend that the actual time devoted to settling 
designs should be as short as possible. The 
search for perfection in design had to be 
balanced against the need for giving final 
specifications to the contractors at a 
reasonably early date. “If the process of 
change and unsettlement goes on too long, 
and particularly if the changes are intro- 
duced after the specifications have been 
given to manufacturers and contractors the 
manufacturers’ and contractors’ prices will 
undoubtedly go up. 

“ Great care is needed to ensure that those 
additional costs are incurred only when the 
design improvements will justify them.” 
Adding that they hope that a simplification 
of procedures might be effected, the 
Committee state that they recognise that 
“statutory consents and approvals are 
necessary and desirable in a democratic com- 
munity.” 

Warning that the setting up of the board 
would not necessarily solve the relationship 
between its headquarters and the Divisional 
Controllers, and suggesting that separate 
organisations might be required for the 
operation of existing power stations and the 
construction of new ones, the Committee 


‘say that “difficult problems ” arise on the 


constructional side. They were much con- 
cerned about the “ duplication of work ” on 
the design and construction of power 
stations, and also about the size of con- 
structional staffs at Divisions. 

Pointing out that there are two broad cate- 
gories of stations to be built in the next 15 
years——“ conventional,” which involve no 
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particularly novel technical or construc- 
tional features and of a size in no way ex- 
ceptional having regard to existing prices, 
and “ advanced,” which are either very large 
or incorporate novel, experimental or other 
features outside common practice—the Com- 
mittee recommend that approval of sites, 
capacity and amenities for the former should 
rest with the board, and the design and 
construction with the Divisional Controller, 
who could, with approval, if he wished em- 
ploy consultants. 

Responsibility for the design, and prob- 
ably the construction, of the other category 
of stations, which would include nuclear 
power stations, should belong to the board’s 
headquarters. Where responsibility for 
construction was vested with the board the 
work would be carried out by mobile teams, 
which could if necessary be seconded to an 
over-worked Division engaged on “con- 
ventional ” construction. The Committee 
considered the possibility that construction 
staffs might be concentrated in only three or 
four regional centres, but for various reasons 
they did not feel they could go beyond what 
they had recommended. 

Dealing with the programme for nuclear 
power stations, the Committee say that the 
Authority informed them that the pro- 
gramme for the construction of 12 such 
stations was virtually a declaration of intent. 
and, that although they were committed to 
that programme as such, they were not com- 
mitted to every detail. They regarded them- 
selves as free to revise the programme 
having regard to the resources of manpower 
and finances available, and in the light of 
theoretical and operating developments and 
experience at each stage of the programme. 

The Committee examined in detail 
whether it was right for the Authority to 
commit themselves in broad outline to such 
an extensive programme for stations which 
had never been put to practical operating 
test, and if they were right whether the pro- 
gramme was on an adequate scale. They 
also considered whether it was wise for the 
Authority to be financially responsible for 
the construction of nuclear power stations 
yet obliged to let initiative for research rest 
with the Atomic Energy Authority. Their 
conclusion was that the Electricity Authority 
were justified in committing themselves to the 
programme, but they pose the preblem in- 
volved in a user industry being committed 
for a long period to rely completely on out- 
side organisations for advances in those 
spheres which were of particular and vital 
concern to it. 

Mr. AuBREY JONES, in announcing the 
publication of the report in a written reply 
on January 30, said that some of the changes 
which had been recommended, if approved, 
would require legislation. In coming to de- 
cisions about them he would naturally give 
consideration to the views of the industry 
and of all concerned. He expressed the 
appreciation and thanks of the Government 
to Sir Edwin Herbert, the chairman of the 
Committee, and his colleagues, who had 
done their work with the greatest thorough- 
ness and public spirit. 

In a written reply on January 31, MR. 
Davip RENTON, Parliamentary Secretary to 
the Ministry of Fuel and Power, stated that 
in choosing sites for atomic, as distinct from 
other, power stations it could be assumed 
that fuel costs would not be affected by 
siting. Foundations and cooling water were 
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the chief requirements to be considered, and 
the first atomic power stations would be 
sited away from built-up areas as an extra 
safety precaution. There would be no radio- 
active effluent as spent fuel from the reactors 
would be returned to the Atomic Energy 
Authority factories for treatment. 

Mr. BuTLer, Lord Privy Seal, who will 
answer for atomic energy matters in the 
House of Commons, stated on the same day 
that the six additional reactors of the Calder 
Hall type to be erected by the Atomic 
Energy Authority would have a total capa- 
city of about 200 Mw and would probably 
come into operation in 1959 or 1960. Two 
would be built at Calder Hall and four at 
Annan in Dumfriesshire. 


Employment in Building 


Mr. Woopsurn asked the Minister of 
Works, what was the total number of build- 
ing trade operatives, skilled and unskilled, 
respectively, employed on building in 1938, 
1945, 1950 and 1955; and the approximate 
numbers which were engaged on housing. 

Mr. BUCHAN-HEPBURN, in a written reply 
on February 1, stated.—Exactly comparable 
figures cannot be provided owing to changes 
in the bases on which labour statistics have 
been collected. 

The available figures for the four years 
are given below, together with the estimated 
proportion of skilled workers and of men 
employed on new housebuilding. 

BUILDING AND CIVIL ENGINEERING LABOUR 


FORCE (INCLUDING LABOUR EMPLOYED BY 
LOCAL AUTHORITIES) 


GREAT BRITAIN 
Percentage of Percentage 


Total skilled engaged on 
operatives workers new housing 
Thousands Per cent. Per cent. 
1938 1,030 64 32 
1945 . 750 55 14 
1950 ... 1,280 59 24 
195S* ... 1,230 56 28 


* Provisional figures. 
Loughton By-pass Bridge 


Mr. Eric JoHNSON asked the Minister of 
Transport and Civil Aviation, for how long 
work was held up on the Loughton by-pass 
on route A5, while the beams for the bridge, 
which had to be constructed, had to be re- 
designed because of the inadequacy of the 
original design; and what total extra cost 
would have been incurred on account of 
this delay. 

Mr. HAROLD WATKINSON, replying on 
February 1, said—In this case the contrac- 
tors have an outstanding claim against the 
county council for compensation in respect 
of delay to the progress of the works. Until 
this has been disposed of, I do not think I 
should make a statement on the points to 
which Mr. Johnson refers. 


Points from Parliamentary 
Replies 


Crawley Hospital—tThe first stage of a 
new hospital for Crawley is among the 
major schemes in the new hospital building 
programme announced on July 1. The plans 
for this are now being revised by the 
Regional Hospital Board in the light of 
comments offered by the department.— 
(Parliamentary Secretary, Ministry of 
Health, January 30.) 

Resiting of Covent Garden market.—t 
understand that the Runciman Committee 
on Horticultural Marketing has received 
evidence about Covent Garden and certain 
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other wholesale markets in London, includ- 
ing suggestions for moving some of them. 
When the committee reports, my colleagues 
and I will give careful consideration to any 
recommendations they may make.— 
(Minister of Agriculture, Fisheries and Food, 
January 30.) 


Fuel Research Station—A site for the 
new fuel research station has been selected 
at Stevenage. The preparation of plans and 
estimates is progressing, and it is hoped that 
work will begin on the site in 1957.— 
(Parliamentary Secretary, Ministry of 
Works, January 31.) 


Parking space in new  buildings—The 
London County Council when giving per- 
mission for the construction of new offices 
and certain other buildings, make it a con- 
dition that parking space must be provided 
wherever practicable-——(Minister of Housing 
and Local Government, January 31.) 


Housing subsidies—I do not know of any 
way of measuring the extent to which the 
subsidy for local authority housing has 
stimulated the building of houses of particu- 
lar types.—(Minister of Housing and Local 
Government.) 


Glass for Housing—I have received two 
complaints about shortage of glass for hous- 
ing. In one case delivery has already been 
made: in the other, early delivery is ex- 
pected.—(Secretary of State for Scotland, 
January 31.) 


Ministry of Works staff—The main in- 
crease in the number of civil servants em- 
ployed in my department is due to the in- 
crease in the amount of work undertaken 
by it. In 1939 my department had 7,850 
buildings to maintain; now it has 16,663, 
while the complexity of much of.the design 
and construction work, for example on large 
Government Research stations, is much 
greater. The number of staff has been re- 
duced from just over 21,000 in 1947 to about 
13,000 at present and the possibility of a 
further reduction is constantly under re- 
view.—(Minister of Works, January 31.) 


Forth tube—I have not yet received a 
report from the panel of experts examining 
the Forth tube project. They are working 
hard, and I hope to get their report in a 
month or two.—(Minister of Transport and 
Civil Aviation, February 1.) 


Linlithgow Bridge—I cannot yet : an- 
nounce a starting date for the new Linlith- 
gow Bridge over the River Avon as tenders 
have not yet been invited.—(Parliamentary 
Secretary, Ministry of Transport, February 
1.) 


Tyne Bridge—The Tyne Tunnel joint 
committee have informed us that the best 
site for a new bridge crossing of the River 
Tyne would be between Jarrow and Howden 
on approximately the same line as that 
selected for the proposed tunnel.—(Parlia- 
mentary Secretary, Ministry of Transport, 
February 1.) 


Objections to Motorway.—By the end of 
the objection period I had received 136 ob- 
jections to the plans for the first 53 miles 
of the proposed London-Yorkshire motor- 
way, of which a number were objections 
from owners and tenants in respect of the 
same piece of property. One has now been 
withdrawn. I am carefully considering all 
the representations made, and until I have 
completed this examination I am unable to 
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say when the hearings will begin, when they 
will be completed and when construction 
will start-—(Minister of Transport, Febru- 
ary 1.) 

Elephant and Castle development.—I 
understand that the London County Council 
hope to begin work on the development 
of the Elephant and Castle area in South- 
wark in the autumn.—(Minister of Housing 
and Local Government, February 1.) 


Gibraltar Port Scheme.—During the re- 
cent visit of the Governor of Gibraltar all 
aspects of the Gibraltar port development 
scheme were fully reviewed. In the light of 
this review I have informed the Governor 
that I approve in principle of his going ahead 
with the port development scheme, includ- 
ing construction of a deep water quay 1,500 
ft. in length. I have also told him that I agree 
that his Government should seek to make 
arrangements to raise a loan on the London 
market, if necessary up to a total of 
£1,250,000, and that I agree to the alloca- 
tion to the cost of the scheme of a grant of 
£300,000 from Colonial Development and 
Welfare funds. 

A number of aspects of the scheme as a 
whole, including the question of oil 
bunkering and the future use of certain 
existing wharves remain under discussion 
between other departments and the private 
interests concerned, but the fact that these 
discussions are continuing will not hold up 
the Gibraltar Government from now pro- 
ceeding with all necessary steps to get con- 
struction work under way.—(Secretary of 
State for the Colonies, February 1.) 


HOUSES TO LET 


Dame Evelyn Sharp Outlines 
Housing Trend 


INCE one result of the credit squeeze 
would be that the rents of local 
authority and New Town houses were going 
up, house builders should turn their atten- 
tion to erecting more houses to let. This 
advice was given by DAME EVELYN SHARP, 
DBE, Permanent Secretary to the Ministry 
of Housing and Local Government, to the 
Southern Counties Federation of Building 
Trades Employers on Friday, January 20. 
“Unless you come back to building houses 
to rent you will never come back,” she 
added. “The whole policy of the Govern- 
ment now is set towards building houses to 
let, and I hone we shall see this trend coming 
back rapidly.” 

Dame Evelyn, who was responding to the 
toast of “The Guests,” proposed by Mr. 
P. W. P. Lovell, MIOB, had earlier spoken 
of the need to preserve the green belts. “ Of 
course we must hold them,” she said, “ but 
only round the great towns. There are 
thousands of acres left. It may not be so 
easy to develop there and the profit margin 
may not be so great, but there it is. All the 
New Town Corporations will be only too 
glad to encourage builders to erect houses 
to let, but the answer is that the builder, as 
the phrase has it, wants it tied up with gold 
string.” 

Mr. LovELL, senior Vice-President, had 
asked that, with the credit squeeze, the fullest 
consideration be given to the needs of the 
private house builder. Turning to Dame 
Evelyn, he said: “‘ We hear, madam, that at 
some of your committee meetings you wear 
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trousers; and we trust they are sy 


0 
by a green belt.” Turning to Reion. 
matters, it was a matter of pride to the 


Federation that one of their distinguished 
past-presidents, Mr. Leslie Wallis, now 
president of the Institute of Builders, hag 
been largely instrumental in setting Up the 
Board of Building Education which would 
control training for executive and managerial 
posts in the industry. He trusted, however 
that it would not be forgotten that the train. 
ing of foremen was no less important. 


Responding to the toast of “‘ The Southem 
Counties Federation,” proposed by Mr, 
Harvey G. Frost, then National Presiden; 
Mr. E. G. LLEWELLYN, FIOB, President 
spoke on the need for human relationships, 
Important as was the need for the closest 
collaboration between the various sides of the 
industry, there was even greater call for a 
better understanding between masters and 
men. “ There is an influence at work in this 
country,” declared the President, “ which 
aims to destroy confidence between the two 
sides and tu spread the idea that the working 
man is having a raw deal. That is nonsense, 
We must get over the truth, and the truth js 
that unless earnings are related to produc. 
tion, we shall all sink together. There used 
to be a feeling in the industry that all sides 
had a contribution to make and that was 
essential, and we must try to re-create that 
feeling again, which comes through under- 
standing. There are a number of ways in 
which that can be done, and I hope that all 
our members will consider in what ways 
their own position can be improved.” 


During the luncheon a presentation of a 
radio set was made to the retiring president, 
Mr. G. Banks, and Mrs. Banks for their 
great services to the Federation during the 
past year. 


Mr. G. O. Swayne, FIOB, spoke briefly 
on the Region’s work for apprentices and 
students, after which Dame Evelyn Sharp 
presented prizes as follows:— ~ 


_ ORDINARY NATIONAL CERTIFICATE: (a) Appren- 
tices and Young Craftsmen. National Federa- 
tion: First prize, £25: R. J. Biggs (A. R. 
Woodley, Amersham); second, £20: W. R. 
West (Jenkins & Sons, Ltd., Romsey). Southern 
Counties RJAC: Regional prize of £15 each: 
R. A. E. Walton (A. W. Coppin, Maidstone) 
and §. W. Grayston (Wards Construction 
(Medway), Ltd., Gillingham). 


(b) Students. National Federation: First 
prize, £25: D. R. Mould (N. R. Trickett, Ltd., 
Southampton); second, £20: P. E. Jackson 
(Brazier & Son, Ltd., Southampton). Southern 
Counties Federation: Regional prize, £12, 
C. N. Symes (A. J. Sapp & Son, Basingstoke). 


HIGHER NATIONAL CERTIFICATE: (a) Appren- 
tices and Young Craftsmen. Southern Counties 
Federation: Regional prize, £25: A. J. Bush 
(J. F. Gamble & Sons, Lyndhurst). (b) Students. 
Regional prize, £25: W. M. Pledge (Pledge & 
Keen, Ltd., Dorking). 


SOUTHERN COUNTIES SCHOLARSHIP AND 
WELFARE FUND FOR HIGHER EDUCATION IN 
BUILDING: Higher National Diploma in 
Building: Prize, £25: D. J. Eryer (G. E. Wallis 
& Sons, Ltd., Maidstone). 

Ordinary National Diploma in Building: 
Prize, £20: R. W. Foster (J. M. Jones & Sons 
(Builders), Ltd., Maidenhead). 





Historic Buildings Appointment 


Mr. Duncan Sandys, Minister of Housing 
and Local Government, has appointed Dr. 
W. G. Hoskins to the committee which 
advises him on matters concerning buildings 
of special architectural or historic interest. 
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power Grout Pump 

4A POWER-OPERATED cement grout 
4% 5ump which, it is claimed, solves the 
problem of grouting the cable-ducts in post- 
fensioned concrete members is now being 
marketed by General Mechanics, Ltd., 
Bridport, Dorset. The machine is designed 
to mix up to 11 gallons of grout and to 
inject it into the cable-ducts at a pressure 
of 30-40 Ib. psi by way of a flexible 
hose. A hundredweight of cement can 
be mixed in One operation. No mixing 
paddle is used, the mixing being carried out 
by two jets situated on opposite sides of the 
mixing tank and powered by the impeller, 
which circulates the mixture in a closed 
circuit until it is ready for use. The 
machine is mounted on pressed-steel wheels 
with solid tyres, and it is claimed that the 
time needed for grouting operations can be 
cut by one half by using this power pump. 


Cement Improver 

The liquid additive ““Cemprover,”” which 
js designed to improve the adhesive qualities 
of cement and cement-based decorative 
finishes, has been reformulated so that one 
single grade combines all the properties of 
the others. As a result, the Cement Market- 
ing Co., Ltd., are now supplying one grade 
only in one-gallon and five-gallon containers. 


New Varnish Range 

Following intensive research by their 
technologists, Blundell, Spence and Co., 
Ltd., 37, Queen-square, WC1, have reduced 
their range of varnishes by half. Only five 
of the original 26 varnishes have been trans- 
ferred to a new range, which caters for 
nearly all decorative work. Of the re- 
mainder, four have been withdrawn al- 
together and the other 17 have been re- 
placed by eight products which will do their 
work, 


Erection Guide 

A new publication entitled ‘“‘ Houses, Bun- 
galows and Flats,’ forming an erection 
guide for dwellings erected on the Unity sys- 
tem of construction, has been issued by 
Unity Structures, Ltd., 35, Tavistock-square, 
WCl. The purpose of the publication is 
to provide simple stage-by-stage reference 
to the systems. 





Spm. 
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PLANT & MATERIALS 








THIS BELT SANDING ATTACHMENT 


introduced by Wolf Electric Tools, Ltd., 
Hanger-lane, W5, is designed for use with 
their GQ6 6 in. high-speed heavy-duty grinder, 
and has a 2 in. wide by 2 ft. long endless 
abrasive belt operating at a light load of 6,000 
It comprises a rubber-tyred contact 
wheel, steel idler pulley and a_ belt-adjusting 
screw. The selection of belts available are 
suitable for materials ranging from cast iron to 
wood. 


Nigerian Contract 


A contract has been placed by the Crown 
Agents for Overseas Governments and Ad- 
ministrations with Conex-Terna, Ltd., 16, 
Berkeley-street, W1. It was for the supply of 
fittings for use with polythene tube in the 
temporary water installations which have 
been provided for the Queen’s visit to 
Nigeria. 


Change of Address 


The London offices of Hickson’s Timber 
Impregnation Co. (GB), Ltd., have been 
moved to 8, Buckingham Palace-Gardens, 
SW1. (Tele.: 0636/8.) 


PERSONAL COLUMN 


T. & W. Farmiloe, Ltd., makers of Nine 
Elms paints, are opening a new depot in Read- 
ing at Castle-street. In control will be Mr. 
A, C. Newport, who has been with the com- 
pany for 40 years. 

The following, of Electrolux, Limited, have 
been appointed assistant district managers for 
contract matters: R. W. E. JorDAN (South Lon- 
don area), 153/5, Regent-street, London, W1; 


THE “ TULCON ” wire rope 
terminals marketed by 
Tulloch Construction Co., 
Ltd., Cross Keys House, 56, 
Moorgate, EC4, can be used 
for wire ropes of any specifi- 
cation, and comprise a steel 
sleeve to accommodate the 
rope, a gun metal plug which 
is inserted to separate and 
hold the strands, and a steel 
terminal which can be sup- 
plied to requirements. They 
can be attached by unskilled 
labour within a few minutes; 
the resulting attachment ex- 
ceeding the rope’s strength. 
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D. J. TANNER (southern district—Dorset, Hants, 
Wilts, Berks and Oxfordshire), Springfield-road, 
Hayes, Middlesex; L. F. DowLinea (south-east 
district—Surrey, Kent and Sussex), 13/15, 
Hampton Court-parade, East Molesey, Surrey ; 
and J. MITCHELL (Scotland, Northumberland 
and Durham), 5, Wellington-street, Glasgow, C3. 


Mr. S. B. HAINSWORTH, managing director of 
J. H. Fenner and Co., Ltd., and J. H, Fenner 
and Co. (Overseas), Ltd,, has left for India to 
attend the occasion of the commencement of 
operations of Messrs. Fenner-Cockill, Ltd., 
a new manufacturing organisation set up in 
Southern India. Mr. Hainsworth expects to be 
away from this country for about two months. 


DIRECT BUILDING IN THE 
NORTH-WEST 
Salford Corporation’s Plans 


SALFORD Corporation Housing Department 
have decided on a “ big push ” in the Direct 
Works Department, writes a correspondent. 
A complete reorganisation is being under- 
taken while the way is being cleared for a 
restart on building new houses. 

Despite restrictions on capital, shortage 
of technical staff and delays in delivery of 
materials, steady progress has been made to 
the point where the department is maintain- 
ing all the Corporation’s houses and proper- 
ties, and repairing thousands of privately 
owned houses (under Public Health Act 
orders) every year. 

The present central depot at Albion-street 
and its subsidiary at Chaney-street are to be 
abandoned, and in their place a new central 
works depot is to go up on part of the Cross- 
lane market site. 

It will comprise depot, offices and work- 
shops and storage facilities, all on one floor. 
The cost will be around £20,000. 

All the biggest Corporations in the North- 
West are now developing direct works de- 
partments irrespective of politics, and in 
some places like Derby the department is 
by far the biggest building contractor in the 
town, 


CHESTERFIELD’S 
‘“ ECONOMY HOUSE” 
£130 Saving Claim 


Tue Engineer and Surveyor to Chester- 
field RDC, Mr. J. B. Wikeley, has been 
responsible for the design of an “ economy 
house ” which the council has adopted. 

The house, a_ three-bedroomed semi- 
detached type, has been designed by Mr. 
Wikeley and the council’s chief assistant 
architect, Mr. D. Hetherington, and his staff. 
It is estimated that a saving of about £130 
on each house built will be possible—and 
the whole of the council’s 1956 building 
programme of over 500 houses will be based 
on the new design. 

The principal saving is in plumbing costs, 
achieved by having bathroom and toilet 
downstairs. This means that the three bed- 
rooms can be spacious and generally square 
in design. An unusual feature on the 
ground floor is the arrangement of the stairs. 
Instead of the front door opening to a view 
of the stairs it opens in the space under- 
neath. Ground-floor accommodation in- 
cludes in addition to the bathroom and 
separate WC, a kitchen and living-room. 
The house’s only fireplace (in the living- 
room) is fitted with a back boiler. 

“We have managed to achieve a reduc- 
tion in cost without a lowering of stan- 
dards,” said Mr. Wikeley. 





From Our Own Correspondents 


BARBADOS.—The House of Assembly 
have voted a further $312,500 for continua- 
tion of the hurricane relief programme. 
$112,500 of this is for the building of 250 
prefabricated houses. 


BRITISH GUIANA.—It has been an- 
nounced that a Colonial Development and 
Welfare loan of $100m. is to be made avail- 
able for a development programme in British 
Guiana. The programme which is expected 
to be carried out by 1960 has been formu- 
lated by the International Bank, and major 
public works will include the reconstruction 
of the 60-mile long East Coast-road. Further 
details are awaited, after policy matters in 
connection with the methods of financing 
have been discussed with the Secretary of 
State in London next month. 


BRITISH GUIANA. — The Economic 
council have suggested establishing an in- 
dustrial estate at Georgetown and the 
Government has formed an eight-man com- 
mittee, headed by Dr. Norman Duthie, to 
consider and report on the proposal. Dr. 
Duthie is’ chairman of the British Guiana 
Credit Corporation. 


CEYLON.—The Ministry of Lands and 
Land Development are considering post- 
poning the 167m. Rupee Walawe-Ganga 
scheme of irrigation, flood control and power 
generation. Instead it is proposed to pro- 
ceed with a 94m. Rupee multi-purpose irri- 
gation project based on the Heda Cya and 
Karanda Cya in the south-east of Ceylon. 
It is understood that world-wide tenders 
will be invited when designs have been com- 
pleted. The project provides for the irriga- 
tion of 68,000 acres of paddy land, 22,000 
acres of high land and the generation of 
electrical energy, and envisages the con- 
struction of two reservoirs to absorb about 
221 square miles out of an estimated catch- 
ment area of 540 square miles. 


DOMINICA.—The_ Administrator, Mr. 
V. C. Josse, in the Budget Debate for 1956 
stated that a new Customs building, ware- 
houses, and citrus loading ramps would be 
built on the bay front at Rosean. Three 
major roads are to be reconstructed, and a 
new bridge will be built over the Rosean 
River. 

HONG KONG.—Plans for a new hos- 
pital, with 1,275 beds and auarters for staff, 
to be built in Kowloon, have been approved 
by the Hong Kong Government. Costing 
£3,125,000, the new hospital is scheduled for 
completion in 1960. It will be the Jargest 
of its kind in the Commonwealth and will 
be known as the New Kowloon General 
Hospital. A thirteen-storey building will be 
erected on the site of the Navy Recreation 
Ground and Salvation Army Camp at 
King’s Park which will contain all modern 
medical facilities. Construction is expected 
to commence on the sisters’ and nurses’ 
quarters in 18 months’ time with a call for 
tenders within the next 15 months. All the 
construction work will be let out to local 
firms. There will be 51 ward units, all de- 
signed to provide the easiest and most direct 
communication between them and other 
parts of the hospital. The hospital has been 


designed by Messrs. Easton and Robertson 
of London. 
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INDIA.—A bridge costing over 4m. 
Rupees is to be constructed across the 
Chambal River in the Dholpur region of 
India. This is part of a large scheme to 
bridge the vast areas of India with highways 
capable of taking all types of transport. 
Nearly 600m. Rupees are to be spent on 
road development according to Mr. Lal 
Bahadur Shastri the Transport Minister... . 
The Central Public Works Department has 
begun work in Madras on a 3m. Rupee 
multi-storey building to house certain Union 
Government offices. The building is expected 
to be completed in 1957, and will have a 
total floor space of 122,600 sa. ft. 


JAMAICA.—Colgate-Palmolive Inc. have 
begun the erection of their new BWI head- 
quarters on Foreshore-road, Kingston. The 
construction work will cost about $1m. on 
a site of 44 acres. ... The last 600 houses 
to be built by the Hurricane Housing Or- 
ganisation here will be started in the next 
three months. This will complete the target 
of 7,250 houses, and will be erected in re- 
settlement areas in St. Andrew. 


JAMAICA.—What is claimed to be the 
“most modern market in the Caribbean ” 
is to be erected in Kingston. Plans for a 
building to cost $680,000 are now under 
consideration by the St. Andrews Council. 
The price of cement produced locally by 
the Caribbean Cement Co. has been reduced 
to 42s. per ton. 


SUDAN.—The United Kingdom Trade 
Commissioner in Khartoum in a special re- 
port points out that a great deal of con- 
struction work is to be undertaken by the 
Sudan Railways. He suggests that traditional 
British suppliers should keep in close touch 
with the Railway Headauarters at Atbara 
and that personal visits by representatives 
of British firms should be made from time 
to time. . . . British suppliers of all goods 
and services are encouraged to regard the 
Sudan as a new market and not as the old 
familiar market. As the report states, “if 
British firms do not pay special attention to 
the Sudan at this juncture, they may see 
much of their trade go to foreign competi- 
tors who are only too eager to snap it up.” 


TRINIDA D.—Messrs, Mence and Moore, 
FRIBA, of London and Port of Spain, have 
been appointed architects for the rebuild- 
ing of Chacon House, in Chacon-street, Port 
of Spain. This will be a three-storey office 
and store for Ernest S. Viera and Co., 
Ltd... . A two-storey building, estimated to 
cost $220,000, is to be built as the Postal 
Administration Headquarters on Wrightson- 
road, Port of Spain. Design is by the Archi- 
tectural Branch, Department of Works and 
Hydraulics, and the construction will be by 
direct labour. 


Priest Rapids Dam, USA 


*Preliminary copies of volumes VI and 
VII of the contract documents, covering 
generators and transformers respectively, of 
the Priest Rapids Dam, powerplant and 
appurtenances on the Columbia River, are 
available for loan from the Board of Trade, 
Export Services Branch, Lacon House, 
Theobalds-road, London, WC1. Telephone 
inquiries to Chancery 4411, ext. 738 or 771, 
quoting ESB/25131/55. 





* From the Board of Trade Special Register In- 
formation Service. 
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The Scottish Builder 
Cabrach Water Scheme 


LANS for the £2m. Cabrach Water 
scheme in the North-east of Scotlang 
to provide water on a regional basis for 
Aberdeenshire, were again discussed recently 
by the Aberdeen Landward sub-committee 
It was stressed that the Cabrach scheme te 
mained very provisional and uncertain, py 
that it was still being retained for future 
development. The scheme involves distriby. 
tion to the north-east coast at a cost of 
£14m.; another part of the scheme will 
supply the Fyvie district and cost £300,009: 
the remainder of the scheme involves ip. 
proved supplies between the Cabrach, Fyyie 
and the coast, at a cost of £200,000. 


NEW BUILDINGS 


Ayr.—Plans by the architects of Messrs. Alexander 
Hay & Co., Lid., have been approved for recon. 
struction and additions. 

East Kilbride.—Plans in hand for a new develop. 
ment of 184 houses for the East Kilbride Developmen 
Corporation at Murray VII (1). A: Frank Scott, 
Torrence House, East Kilbride. 

Edinburgh.—Dean of Guild Court has approvej 
two major building schemes for the town. The Uni. 
versity of Edinburgh is to construct a refectory, staf 
club and common room for students at Chamber. 
st., at a cost of £100,000. The Corporation has 
received approval for a scheme at the junction of 
Liberton-gdns. and Little-rd., for erection of 9} 
houses at a cost of £150,000. 

Forfarshire.—Plans are in hand for scheme of 6 
two-, three-, and four-appartment houses at The 
Gallowshall Housing Estate. A: A. H. Rothram & 
Son (F), Frederick-st., Westend, Edinburgh. 

Glasgow.—Plans approved for alterations and addi- 
tions for Messrs. William Wylie & Ptnrs., at Crooks 
ton-drive. Plans by William Gibson & Co.. Ltd, 
25, St. James-st., Paisley, the principal contractors, 

Glasgow.—Plans approved for The Manchester 
Press, Ltd., for new buildings at Peebles-st. A: John 

}, Macbain (F), 209, Glasgow-rd., Clydebank, 
Dumbartonshire. 

Glasgow.—Plans approved for Alexander Ferguson 
& Co., Ltd., for additions at Ruchill-st. A: John B, 
Wingate (F), 25, Wellington-st., Glasgow, WC2. 

Glasgow.—Plans prepared for new extensions for 
David Hope & Co., Ltd., at Saracen-st. A: John E, 
Edgar (F), 96, Camphill-ave., Glasgow, SC4. 

Glasgow.—Plans approved for scheme of houses at 
Titwood-rd. A: John S. Boyd (F), 248, West George- 
st., Glasgow, WC2. Prin. contrs.: William §, 
Gordon & Co., Ltd., 104/108, Crow-rd., Glasgow, 
WC3. 

Glasgow.—Plans approved for Coty (England), Ltd, 
for extensions at their St. Vincent-st. premises. A: 
James Taylor Thomson, MacCrae & Saunders, 212, 
Bath-st., Glasgow, WC2. 

Glasgow.—Plans by the architects of Lilley & Co., 
Ltd., 57, Meiklewood-rd., Glasgow, SWI, have beea 
approved for new buildings at Linthouse. 

Glasgow.—Plans approved for extensions at Crown 
point-rd., Dennistoun. A: John Thomson, 6, Braid 
faulds-gins., Glasgow. 

Glasgow.—Plans prepared for South of Scotland 
Electricity Board, 75, Wellington-st., for new buildings 
at Charlotte-st. A: Cullen, Lochhead & Brown (F/F), 
119. Cadzow-st., Hamilton West. ; 

Glasgow.—Plans approved for alterations and addi- 
tions for John F. Craig. Ltd., The Byways, Thornton- 
hall, at Balmore-rd., Possilpark. A: Archibald D 
Hyslop (F), United Kingdom Provident Institution 
bidgs., Glasgow, WC2. a) 

Glasgow.—Plans approved for new buildings for 
John Pointer, Son, & Macdonald, Ltd., Ladybum, 
Greenock, at Biggar-st., Gallogate, Calton.” A: Hugh 
Frazer & Ptnrs., 5, Blairbeth-ter., Burnside, Ruther 
glen. 

Lanarkshire.—Residential development plans in hand 
for James Chapman, Johnstone House, Gartosh, for 
the use of land at Croftfoot Farm. A: Motherwell 
& Macgregor, Royal Bank-bldgs., Graham-s4q., 
Airdrie. 

Lanarkshire.—Plans approved for scheme of 110 
houses at a Lanark Housing Site. “A: J. Austen Bent 
(A), 15, Palmerston-pl., Westend, Edinburgh. 

Lanarkshire.—Plans approved for new factory a 
Chapelhill Industrial Estate, Block 4. A: Scottish 
Industrial Estates, Ltd., 3, Woodside-pl., Charing 
Cross. Glasgow, WC3. 

Millbrae.—Plans in hand for the first development 
A: Samuel MacColl, 


of housing site at Millbrae. 
Dept., County-bldgs., 


Planning and Architectural 
Beckford-st., Hamilton West. 

Muirhead.—Plans prepared for new hall at Cumber 
nauld-rd. A: Lennox & Macmath, 38, Berkerley-sty 
Glasgow, WC3. 

Uddingstone.—Plans in hand for 
Lawrence & Co. (Glasgow), Ltd., 
housing development. Civil Engrs: 
9, Claremont-gdns., Glasgow, WC3. 


Messrs. John 
for residential 
Kyle & Frew, 
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The Builder 


FUTURE 


details of Public Appointments open will be 


ral in the Advertisement pages of this and 


previous issues. 
CONTRACTS OPEN 


For some contracts still open but not included in 
shis list see previous issues. Those with an asterisk 
we advertised in this number. The dates at the heads 
f paragraphs are those for the submission of tenders; 
* dagger (+) denotes closing date for applications; the 
7 e and address at the end refer to the person from 
whom particulars may be obtained. 

BUILDING 

FEBRUARY 14. 
+#Surrey CC.—Additions, New Malden West Cty. 
sec, Sch. County A, Kingston. 
FEBRUARY 15. 


Chislehurst and Sidcup UDC.—18 flats, etc., 

Mottingham-rd., Mottingham. CC. Dep. £2 2s. 
FEBRUARY 18. 

*+Radnorshire CC.— Erection sec. gram. sch., 

Llandrindod Wells. Wellink & Dod, architects, 


Cunard-bidgs., Liverpool, 3. Dep. £5 Ss. 
FEBRUARY 20. 

*sBirmingham City C.—Nine dwellings, Alcester- 

rd., Mosley, and 8 houses, Chilcote-close, Hall Green. 





Civ A. Dep. £2 2s. Tenders by March 20. 
‘East Suffolk CC.—Police houses at Benhall, 
Combs and Reydon. County A, Ipswich. Dep. 


£2 2s. each. Tenders by March 13. 
+Isle of Ely CC.—Extensions, Hereward sec. sch., 
March. E. Mitchell, architect, 33a, High-st., 
March. Dep. £5 Ss. 
*+Wandsworth BC.—29 Southmead 
estate, Putney. BE&A. 

FEBRUARY 21. 
*Bedford BC.—Three pairs of police houses, 
Putnoe estate. BE&S. Dep. £2 2s. 
Southend-on-Sea CB.—Alterations and extensions, 
Westcliff High Schs. and Westborough High Sch. 
Boro’ A, 30, Alexandra-st. Dep. £2. 

FEBRUARY 22. 
*Preston CB.—Conveniences, islamd site, Corpora- 
tion-st. BE&S. Dep. £2 2s. 

FEBRUARY 23. 
*Ploughley RDC.—New offices, etc., Queen’s-ave., 


dwellings, 


Bicester. E&S. Dep. £3 3s. 
FEBRUARY 27. 
*Herne Bay UDC.—Five pairs of houses, Fitz- 


gerald-ave. and Beaumont-st. E&S. 
‘West Riding CC.—Adaptation, 50, Thorne-rd., 
Doncaster, as area dental clinic. County A, Bishop- 
garth, Westfield-rd., Wakefield. 
*Yiewsley and West Drayton UDC.—Installation of 
250 tiled fireplaces. E. 

MARCH 2. 
*Lincoln (Kesteven) CC.—District nurses’ houses at 
Ruskington, Market Deeping and Bassingham. County 
A, Sleaford. 
*North Riding EC.—School, Guisborough. J. H. 
Napper (F), 56, Eldon-pl., Newcastle-on-Tyne, 1. 
*West Riding Standing Joint Committee.—New sub- 
divisional police headquarters, 5 pairs of constable’s 
houses and one senior officer’s house, North-st., 
Ripon. County A, ‘* Bishopgarth,’? Westfield-rd., 
Wakefield. Dep. £2 2s. 

MARCH 5. 
Ellesmere Port bc.—12 traditional bungalows, 9 
traditional houses, demolition of 19 cottages and 
ancillary works at Ince estate. Boro’ E&S, Queen- 


%. Dep. £3 3s. 

MARCH 6. 
*Brighton CB.—Two pairs of police houses, Park- 
side estate, and 1 pair, Lower Bevendean estate. 
BE&S, King’s-rd. Dep. £1 1s. each. 

MARCH 14. 
*Bournemouth CB.—Alterations, West Lowe Sec. 
Sch. and building work at Stourfield Sec. and Winton 
and Moordown Sch. Boro’ A. Dep. £2 2s. each. 

APRIL 3. 
*St. Albans City.—108 houses, London-rd. estate. 
City E&S, 16, St. Peter’s-st. Dep. £5 Ss. 

APRIL 11. 
*Bournemouth CB.—Additional teaching accommo- 


dation at East Howe Sec., West Howe Sec. and 
Stourfield Sec. Schs. Boro’ A. Dep. £2 2s. each. 
MAY 7. 


*Bournemouth CB.—Extensions to Bournemouth 
Sch. Boro’ A. Dep. £2 2s. 

NO DATE. 
*Shrewsbury BC.—135 jiwellings and 2 shops, 
Meole Brace, Parts V, VI and VII. BS. Dep. £2 2s. 
ar City C.—Extension, Ings-rd. Sec. Sch. 
ity . 


PAINTING, MATERIALS, ETC. 


FEBRUARY 13. 

*tNorthampton CB.—External painting. houses, 

Boro’ A. Dep. £2 2s. each contract. 
FEBRUARY 14. 


*tTorquay BC.—Redecoration of interior of 


BS. Dep. £5 5s. 





THE BUILDER 


CONSTRUCTION 





FEBRUARY 18. 


*Merthyr Tydfil CB.—Builders’ materials, etc. 
BE&S. 


FEBRUARY 20. 
Biddulph UDC.—Building and road materials, etc. 
Sunderland CBC.—Road materials, etc. Boro’ E. 
FEBRUARY 22. 
Deal BC.-—~Road materials, etc. 
la, Victoria-rd. 
*Twickenham BC.—External painting 164 houses 
and 96 flats, Butts Farm estate. BE&S. Dep. £2 2s. 
Walthamstow BC.—Building, road, etc., materials. 
Boro’ A, E&S. 


Boro’ Treasurer. 


FEBRUARY 24. 
. *Brentford and Chiswick BC.—Sand, cement, etc. 
Cc 


Durham CC.—Road making and other materials 
and services. County E&S. 
Lancaster City C.—Road materials. TC. 
FEBRUARY 25. 
Bedworth UDC.—Building, road and other mate- 
rials. E&S. 


Brentwood UDC.—Road materials, etc. E&S 

Irlam UDC.-—Road materials. etc. &S. 

Rushden UDC.—Road materials. E&S. 
FEBRUARY 27. 

Bacup BC.—juilding amd road materials. Boro’ E. 


*Esher UDC.—Hot water installation to 70 dwell- 
ings E&S. 
Milnrow UDC.—Road materials. E&S. 
FEBRUARY 29. 


*Chester-le-Street RDC.—Gravel, sand, etc. F. 
Bowman, architect, estate office, Durham-rd., Birtley. 
MARCH 1. 

Haslingden BC.—Building and road materials, etc. 

Boro’ 
MARCH 5. 
Hartlepool BC.—Road materials, etc. Boro’ E. 


NO DATE. 
*Consett UDC.—Materials for 101 houses being 
erected by direct labour. T. W. Bell, C. 
*Jarrow Boro’.—Housing supplies. BE. 


MUNICIPAL AND CIVIL 
ENGINEERING WORKS, ETC. 


FEBRUARY 13. 
+Welland River Board.—Two road bridges in r.c. 
and other materials at Market Deeping and Great- 
ford. Ch. E, Deeping House, Welland-ter., Spalding, 


Lincs. 
FEBRUARY 20. 

Salisbury and Wilton RDC.—Two miles 4-in. and 
3-in. dia. spun-iron water mains, etc., at Compton 
Chamberlayne, Wilts. Lemon & Blizard, constg. 
engrs.. Lansdowne House, Castle-la., Southampton. 


Dep. £3 3s. 
FEBRUARY 22. 

Great Yarmouth CBC.—Flood-prevention works in 
Southtown and Newtown for East Suffolk and Norfolk 
River Board—970 lin. yds. mass concrete and 220 lin. 
yds. r.c. retaining walls, 19,000 sq. ft. steel sheet 
toe piling, raising 740 lin. yds. existing concrete walls, 


etc. Boro’ E. 
FEBRUARY 24. 

Horsham RDC.-—Finai roadworks to council 
housing sites at Westway, Three Bridges, Pearson-rd. 
(part), and Hastings-rd., Pound Hill, all at Crawley, 
in one contract. S. Dep. £2 2s. 

Louth RDC.—13 miles 9-in. and 3-in. dia. spun- 
iron water mains in parishes of Fulstow, Covenham 
St. Bartholomew, Covenham St. Marvs, Yarburgh, 
Alvingbam and North Cockerington. John H. Haiste 
& Ptnrs., Council’s constg. engrs., 20, Wood-la., 
Headingley, Leeds, 6. Dep. £3 3s. 

FEBRUARY 27. 

Queensbury and Shelf UDC.—1,770 lin. yds. 9-in. 
and 12-in. dia. sewer, etc., at Lumbrook, Shelf. 
E&S. Dep. £2 2s. 

Salisbury and Wilton RDC.—1} miles 8-in., 7-in. 
and 3-in. dia. spun-iron water mains, etc., at West 
Grinstead, Wilts. Lemon & Blizard, constg. engrs., 
Lansdowne House, Castle-la., Southampton. Dep. 


£3 3s. 
FEBRUARY 28. 

Gravesend BC.—13,000°sq. vds. r.c. carriageways, 
4,000 lin. yds. concrete kerb and 550 lin. yds. 9-in. 
and 6-in. sewers, manholes, etc., at Singlewell estate. 
Boro’ E&S. Dep. £3. 

Portsmouth City C.—38,000 sq. yds. r.c. carriage- 
way, 11,500 lin. yds. 9-in. to 48-in. dia. foul water 
and storm water sewers, etc., at Park House Farm 
(North), Leigh Park. City E. Dep. £5 


FEBRUARY 29. 

Norman Cross RDC.—20 miles 2-in., 3-in. and 
4-in. dia. asbestos-cement trunk and distribution 
water mains, with appurtenant fittings and house ser- 
vices and booster station. . B. Kershaw & Kauf- 
man, constg. engrs., 1, Victoria-st., SW1. Dep. £5 5s. 


MARCH 3. 

Chapel-en-le-Frith RDC.—6,400 lin. yds. 6-in. and 
Q-in. dia. sewers, sewage pumping station and sewage 
disposal works, manholes. access roads, etc., in 
Charlesworth and Chisworth parishes. Brady & Park- 
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ington, 
Frith. 


Council’s engrs., 
Dep. £5. 


Market-st., Chapel-en-le- 
MARCH 5. 

Irwell Valley Water Board.—23,000 yds. 10-in. to 
24-in. dia. spun-iron pipes with fittings and river and 
railway crossings. R. Wylie, MICE, engr. and mangr., 
Parsons-la., Bury. Dep. £2 2s. 

South Devon Water Board.—{1) Construction of 
access road 717 yds. long; (2) laying 1,790 yds. 15-in. 
dia. concrete-lined spun-iron pipes with valves and 
fittings, etc., at filtration plant at Brent Moor, South 
Brent. Lemon & Blizard, Board’s constg. engrs., 1, 
Glenside, College-ave., Mannamead, Plymouth. Dep. 
£3 3s. either or both contracts. 

MARCH 7. 

Doncaster CBC.—Substructure of main pumping 
Station at Sandall sewage purification works, Barnby 
Dun-rd., Doncaster, in r.c. 39 ft. deep, with diversion 
of 100 yds. pumping mains, construction of 60 yds. 
large-dia. sewer and appurtenant works. Boro’ S. 
Dep. £5 5s. 

MARCH 9. 
Coseley UDC.—360 lin. yds. 15-in. dia. glazed 


stoneware pipe sewers, 1,610 lin. yds. 12-in. dia. 
spun-iron rising main, sewage pumping station, 
balancing tanks, etc. A. H. S. Waters & Ptnrs., 


engrs., 25, Temple-row, Birmingham, 2. Dep. £5 5s. 
MARCH 10. 
_ Otley UDC.—Construction of sewers, sewage pump- 
ing station and r.c. footbridge over River Wharfe 
and ancillary works in Newall area. Silcock & Simp- 
son, Council’s constg. engrs., 10, Park-row, Leeds, 1. 
Dep. £5. 
MARCH 15. 

Malden and Coombe BC.—Construction of sewage 
pumping station, separating chambers and laying of 
610 lin. yds. 30-in. dia. c.i., 105 lin. yds. 6-in. to 
21-in. dia. spun-iron mains, and 140 lin. yds. 42-in. 
and 30-in. dia. concrete pipe sewers, etc. John 
FS sed & Sons, engrs., Artillery House, SW1. Dep. 

NO DATE. 

Lancashire CC.—Bamber Bridge to Broughton 
Special Road. Preston By-Pass. (1) 8.3 miles of new 
motorway, including 24 bridges over and under motor 
road. To be completed in 24 months. (2) Samlesbury 
Bridge, over the River Ribble and trunk road A.59.— 
Welded steel box-girder type. 420 ft. long, in three 
spans; 94 ft. between parapets. To be completed in 
22 months. (3) Higher Walton Bridge, over the River 
Darwen and Class I road A.675.—Six-span continuous 
welded steel girder bridge, comprising four main 
spans each of 97 ft. 6 in. and two side spans each 
of 42 ft.; width between parapets 94 ft. To be com- 
pleted in 22 months. Liverpool-Preston-Leeds Trunk 
Road A.59, Longton By-Pass. (4) 2.6 miles of new 
road, comprising earthworks, drainage, dual carriage- 
ways of 10 in. r.c., and including construction of 
Brownhill railway bridge over Southport-Preston line 
of British Railways, comprising brick-faced mass con- 
crete abutments and wing walls, and steel and concrete 
jack-arch decking 26 ft. 6 im. square span. To 
completed in 15 months. James Drake, BSc, MICE, 
MIMunE, County Surveyor and Bridgemaster, P.O. 
Box No. 9, County Hall, Preston. Dep. £50 for 
pana (1), and £15 for each of contracts (2), (3) 
am ’ : 


GENERAL BUILDING WORK 


(LONDON) 

Croydon.—CeENTRE.—Croydon YMCA are to have a 
new headquarters at the junction of Wellesley-rd. 
and Lansdowne-rd. at a cost of £170,000. 

Hammersmith.—RemMaND Home.—LCC Children’s 
Com. have approved a scheme of alterations to Stam- 
ford House remand home, Hammersmith. New 
buildings are to be built with accommodation for 100 
boys at an estimated total cost of £85,000. 

Harrow.—FLats AND GaRAGES.—Planning per- 
mission has been received for the erection of 44 flats 
and 24 garages at Tithe Farm, Eastcote-la., South 
Harrow, from Middlesex Planning Com. 

Lambeth.—Home.—LCC Welfare Com. _ have 
approved scheme for the erection of a home for 80 
old people at Upper Tulse-hill and Roupell-rd., at an 
estimated cost of £96,624. 

Lewisham.—Housinc.—BC are to use the site of 
West Depot, Perry Vale, for housing purposes. Con- 
sent has been received from the Ministry. BC are 
also to erect 14 three-bedroom houses and a five- 
storey block containing 15 two-bedroomed flats and 
five one-bedroom flats at Perry-vale, Chaplin-st. and 
Hindsley-pl. 

Leyton.—HouseEs.—Planning permission has been 
received for six houses to be built by BC at Crown- 
field-rd. A Ritz cinema is to be built at the High-rd., 
E10. 

St. Marylebone.—F.Lats.—Two blocks of 70 luxury 
flats are to be built near Marble Arch station at 
Great Cumberlamd-pl. and Seymour-st. The flats have 
been designed by Douglas Bernhardt and Associates, 
architects, 3, Eagle-st., London, WC1. 

St. Pancras.—SrteE PurcHase.—BC is to purchase 
land at 159-161, Highgate-rd. for housing purposes. 
Planning Com. have recommended the capital ex- 
penditure of £250,000 for the compulsory acquisition 
of property in the West Kentish Town Redevelopment 


rea. 

South Kensington.—Co.Lece.—The Government is 
to go ahead with plans for the extension of 
Imperial College of Science and Technology, South 
Kensington. It is estimated that the work is to cost 
£15 million. The architects are Norman and Daw- 
barn, 5, Gower-st., WC1. 
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TENDERS 


* Denotes accepted. 

t Denotes provisionally accepted. 

t Denotes recommended for acceptance. 

§ Denotes accepted subject to modification. 

q Denotes accepted by H.M. Government Depart- 
ments. 


Baldock.—Eight bungalows a4 elderly people, for 


UDC: *Jeffrey & Geeves, £11,763 
Birmingham.—Following for “EC:—Erection of 
Hedge Hill mixed mod. sch., Bromford-rd: *Thos. 


Lowe & Sons, Ltd., Grenville Bldgs., Cherry-st., 
£196,453. Extensions at Four Dwellings boys mod. 
sch: *J. Harper & Sons (Blackheath), Ltd., Black- 
heath, £47,593. 

Birmingham.—Tenders accepted by — Building 
Coms. during Dec. ’55 and Jan. 56. City A G. 
Sheppard Fidler, MA, BArch, AMTPI (F):—133 
dwellings at Bell Holloway estate (Part 2): *Blakeway 
(Contractors), Ltd., £2 27,753; 8 dwellings at Oldfield- 
rd., Balsall Heath: *Richards and Wallington, Ltd., 
£9,491; 43 dwellings at Malthouse estate, Yardley: 
*Morris & Jacombs, Ltd:, £66,220; 4 dwellings at 
Albert-rd., Aston: *John T. Harris, Ltd., £4,791; 12 
dwellings at Wheelwright-rd/Tyburn-rd: *Geo. Stub- 
bings, Ltd., £19,280; 10 dwellings at Brandwood 
Park-rd: *Michael Mooney, Ltd., £17,353; four shops 


and two flats at Adams Hill, Bartley Green: *Blake- 
way (Contractors), Ltd., £14,106. 
Bolton.—New amenities block at Well-st. for Jack- 


son & Brother, Ltd: *Leonard Fairclough, Ltd., 
Adlington. 
Brighton.—New craft room block at Brighton, Hove 


- Sussex gram. sch., for Joint Education Com.:— 


T. Wilson & Sons, Ltd. . £18,575 
aa & Sons, Ltd. . 16,304 
McKellar & Westerman, Ltd 15,587 
*Jeffery & Sons (Hove), Ltd., 206, Portland- 

rd., Hove, 3 wes AOpoOe 


Buckinghamshire.—Erection of prim. sch. at Farn- 
ham Common for CC. County A: Frederick B. 
Pooley (F), FRICS, AMTPI, County Offices, Ayles- 
bury, Bucks. QS: Henry Cooper & Sons, 64, London- 
rd, Reading. *J. M. Jones & Sons, Ltd., Highway 
Works, Maidenhead, £47,311. 

Chesterfield.—Miners Welfare Institute at Lee-rd., 
Hady-la., for Coal Industry Social Welfare Organisa- 
tion: *E. C. Rippon, Ltd., Moor-la., Mansfield. 

Consett.—Delves-la. sewage disposal scheme for 
UDC. Constg. eng: E. G. Lediard, Eldon-sq., New- 
castle-on-Tyne: *Gustavus Bailey, Ltd., Cone-st. 
Schools, South Shields, £56,000. (Subject to Ministry 
approval.) 

Coventry.—Extensions to factory and offices at 


Burnaby-rd., Holbrook-la., for Unbrako Socket Screw 
Co., Ltd: *Garlicks, Ltd 42, Far Gosford-st., 
Coventry : 

Coventry.—Six unit factories at Fletchamstead 
Highway for City C. City A: . G. Ling, BA, 
MTPI (A): *F. Hocking & Sons, Ltd., 384, Stoney 
Stanton-rd., Coventry, £20,200. 


Crawley.—New tech. col. (first stage) for W. Sussex 
EC: *J. L. Longley & Co., Ltd., Crawley, £277,457. 

Dundee.—i00 cottage-type houses at Camperdown 
estate. A: Robert Dron (A). QS: James A. F. 
Morrison, FSI, 17, City-sq: *Scottish Construction 
Co., Ltd., 28, Renfield-la., Glasgow, C2, £113,005; 
102 tenement houses: *Weir Housing Corpn., Ltd., 
Calder-st., Mossend, Coatbridge, £113,026; 100 tene- 
ment houses: *Atholl Houses, Ltd., 29, Park Circus, 
Woodlands-rd., Glasgow, C3, £110,825 (subject to 
approval of Dept. of Health for Scotland). 

Glasgow.—Bakery for R. A. Peacock & Co., Ltd., 


confectioners. A: W. Nicol, North Frederick-st., 
George-sq., Glasgow, Cl: *Drummond, Lithgow & 
Co., Ltd., 176, Bath-st., Blythswood, Glasgow, C2. 


Glasgow. —New factory buildings for Scottish Indus- 
trial Estates, Ltd., at Queenslie estate, East. A: Bos- 
well, Mitchell & Johnston (F), 256, West George-st., 
Glasgow, C2: *Angus Macdougall & Co., Ltd., 24° 
Davaar-rd., Langside, Glasgow, C3. 

Hetton, Durham.—5z houses at Derwent-st., Eas- 
ington-la. for UDC. S: P. W. Richardson: *Direct 
labour, £69,752. 

Houghton-le-Spring.—88 houses and two ie and 
flats at Hindson-cres. North site for UD S: A. 
Veitch: *Direct labour, £138,000. 

Houghton-le-Spring.—Six houses and 10 +;— at 
Morris-ter., Hetton-rd. estate for UDC. S: A. Veitch: 
*Direct labour, £10,945 

Leigh.—32 houses and 36 flats at Higher Fold site 
for TC: *Direct labour, £72,626 

Lewisham.—20 flats and 6 ris at sites of 51, 
and 57, Lewisham-hill, for MBC. QS: Oswald E 
Parratt, FRICS:— 


Gee, Walker & Slater, Ltd. . £62,297 
H. T. Oliver & Sons, Ltd. . 58,708 
Anthony Cooper & Son, L td. - 58,382 
M. J. Gleeson (Contractors), Ltd. 58,111 
W. J. Mitchell & Son, Ltd. .. 58,010 
S. G. & A. Agombar .. 57,962 
Mullen & Lumsden, Ltd. 57,728 
Rowley Bros., Ltd. .. 57,615 
Halse & Sons, Ltd. .. 57,540 
J. S. Alderton & Co., Ltd. 57,312 
*Henry Kent (Builders), Ltd. 55,854 


(Subject to loan sanction.) 
Lindsey.—Prim. sch. at Coningsby for CC. County 
A: A. Ronald Clark (A). AMTPI, County Offices, 
Lincoln: *H. H. Adkins, Wyberton West-rd., Boston, 


£26,325 17s. 10d. 
[London (Admiralty).—Contracts placed:—Co. 
Durham: Building work, *Tarslag, Ltd.. Bowesfield- 


Castle- 
J, W. 


la., Stockton-on-Tees; *J. S. Earnshaw, Ltd., 
gate, Stockton-on-Tees. Devon: Building work, 


THE BUILDER 


Spencer, Ltd., St. Lawrence-yard, North Hill, Ply- 
mouth. Ayrshire: Structural steel-work, *The Clyde 
Structural Iron Co., Ltd., 1,120, South-st., Glasgow, 
W4. Kent: Central heating, *G. N. Haden & Sons, 
Ltd., 173/4, Wincheap-st., Canterbury. Fifeshire: Build- 
ing work, Geo. Wimpey & Co., Ltd., Hammersmith- 
t., W6. Somerset: Floor tiling and terrazzo paving, 
*A. Hoskins & Sons, Ltd., 1, West End, Street, 
Som. Kent: Cleaning ditches, etc., *Wards Con- 
struction (Medway), Ltd., 360, Canterbury-st., 
Gillingham. Renfrewshire: Construction of hard- 
standing and road, *Wm. Lind & Co., Ltd., 114, 
Main-rd., Elderslie, Renfrewshire. Ayrshire: Re- 
surfacing roads, *Pirie & Co. (Paisley), Ltd., 82-84, 
New Sneddon-st., Paisley, Renfrewshire; building 
work, *Whatlings, Ltd., 10, Woodside-cres., Glasgow, 
C3. Hampshire: Building work, *Hampshire Con- 
tractors, Ltd., Winnall-close, Winchester, Hants. 
Ayrshire: Building work, *A. A. Stuart & Sons 
(Scotland), Ltd., 2,275, London-rd., Glasgow, E2. 
Fifeshire: Building work, *J. R. & A. Adam, Ltd., 
35, North-st., Lochgelly. 

€London (Air Ministry).—New works contracts to 
value £500 or over for week ended January 28:— 
Artificers’ work: *Y. J. Lovell & Son, Ltd., 35, 
High-st., Marlow, Bucks; *Kyle Stewart (Contrs.), 
Ltd., 338, Kilburn High-rd., NW6; *Dudley Coles, 
Ltd., Bath-st., Plymouth; *Stanley Stone, Chelsea, 
Ltd., Market-st., Highbridge, Somerset. Heating and 
ventilation: *Industrial & General Eng. Co., lla, St 
John’s-hill, Clapham Junction, SW11. Well boring: 
*Associated Drilling & Supply Co. (Overseas), Ltd., 
Iddlesleigh House, Caxton-st., SW1. Building work: 
*A. Schofield (Builders), Ltd., St. Bedes, Hornsea, 
E. Yorks; *John Laing & Son, Ltd., Dalston-rd., 
Carlisle; *A. Richmond & Sons, Ltd., West-st., 
Retford, Notts; *Alexander Hall & Son’ (Builders), 
Ltd., Granite Hill-rd., Northfield, Aberdeen; *Bury 
Building Co., Ltd., Cannonsbridge House, Bury-st., 
Ruislip, Middlesex; *E. Bowman & Sons, Stamford, 
Lines; *Humphreys, Ltd.. Knightsbridge, SW7; 
*Kerridge (Cambridge), Ltd., Sturton-st., Cambridge; 
*Samuel Turtle, Ltd., 8, Broadway-ave., Ballymena, 
N. Ireland; *Charles R. Price, Barnsley- td., Don- 
caster, Yorks; *Holborrow & Sons, Ltd., Gloucester 
House, Tetbury; *Comben & Wakeling, Ltd., Kings- 
bury House, Kingsbury Circle, NW9; *Unity 
Structures, Ltd., 35, Tavistock-sq., WC1; *Geo. 
Wimpey & Co., Ltd., Hammersmith-grove, W6; 
*Holborrow and Sons, Ltd., Tetbury, Glos. Civil 
engineering: *Hadsphaldic Construction Co., Ltd., 
Ibex House, Minories, EC3. Water distribution: *A. 
— (Builders), Ltd., St. Bedes, Hornsea, E. 
orks 

London (British Railways).—Contracts placed by 
London Midland Region:—*Edward Wood & Sons, 
Ltd., Park-st., Derby—improved amenities at Bescot 
motive power depot. *Leonard Fairclough, Ltd., 
Gordon House-rd., NW5—claydigging blanketing and 
drainage between Charwelton and Woodford Halse 
(ex G.C. line) from 134 miles 1.000 yds. to 134 miles 
1,440 yds. *Samuel Butler & Co., Ltd., Albion 
Works, Stanningley, Leeds—maintenance and small 
construction contract for steelwork erection, altera- 
tions and repairs in London Midland Southern area 
for year 1956 (bridges and _ structures). *Thomas 
Wrigley, Ltd., Bowman Works, Prestwick, Manches- 
ter—reconstruction of parapet and spandril walls of 


arches Nos. 1-7 of Smedley Viaduct on Manchester 
loop line. *Leonard Fairclough, Ltd., Gordon 
House--rd., NW5—steel sheet piling for removal of 


retaining wall and earthworks at Cattle Dock Junction, 
Kentish Town; and steel sheet piling and drainage for 
retaining wall at milepost 7+ at Stonebridge Park on 
Euston-Watford electric line. *Wm. Walkerdine, 
Ltd., Bridge-st., Derby, for renewal of timber-drying 
shed at Annesley carriage and wagon depot. 

London (British Railways).—Reconstruction of 
station buildings at Cheddington passenger station, 
for London Midland Region: *G. Dawson & Son, 
Ltd., Linslade, Leighton Buzzard. 

London CC.—New county sec. sch. at Holland 
Park: *Speirs, Ltd., 66, Victoria-st., SW1, £674,493. 
Small home for the aged at Patmore estate. Wands- 
worth: *Bunting Construction Co., Ltd., Lambeth, 
£66,388. 

London CC.—130 flats in four 5-storey blocks, 
six houses in 2-storey block and 14 tenants’ stores at 
Avebury estate (Satchwell-rd. site, Bethnal Green): 
*Tersons. Ltd., Finchley, £340,600.—36 flats in 3-storey 
block, 12 tenants’ stores, 5 garages and children’s 
playground at Barnardo-st. site, Stepney. *Rowley 
Bros., Ltd., Tottenham, £99,800.—21 flats in two 
3-storey blocks and 26 maisonettes in 4-storey block, 
24 tenants’ stores and 5 garages at Hilldrop estate 
(Dalmeny-ave. site), Islington. *Rowley Bros., Ltd., 
Tottenham, £122,900.—21 flats in one 3/5-storey block, 
10 tenants’ stores and workshop at Rodney estate, 


Southwark, *T. Ringham & Co., Ltd.. Wimbledon, 
£56,400. 

London CC.—Pavilions, staff houses and other 
buildings at Barn Elms playing fields: *W. J. Marston 
& Co., Ltd., 1, Stephendale-rd., SW6, £57,.670.— 
Drill tower at Brixton fire station: *J. L. Kier & Co., 
Ltd., Westminster, SW1. £19.799.—Drill tower at 
Islington fire station: *Poolman (Builders), Ltd., 
Hendon. £17.479. 


€London (Metropolitan Police).—Tenders for build- 
ing work: Internal cleaning and redecorating: Wool- 
wich PS, *H. Hart & Co., £637; flats, 1-3 and 5-8, 
Broadmead, Auriol-rd., W114, *W. Grover, £530. 
Erection of 12 flats, Meadowbank, Berryland-rd., 
Surbiton, *W. H. Gaze & Sons, Ltd., £28,211. 

London (MoW).—Contracts placed in week ending 


January 21:— 
Naphill, erection of ATE, *G. 


Buckinghamshire: 
Biggs & Sons, Great Kingshill, High Wycombe. 


February 19 1956 


Devonshire: Union-st., Plymouth, 
Ps N. — (Contrs.), Ltd., 
amorganshire: Sketty, Swansea, er 

*Bennett Bros. (Contrs.), Ltd., ‘ace ot TE, 
Carlton-terr., Swansea London: PO Supplies Dots: 
Stirling Works, N15, occupational oa ‘J, War 
mott & Sons’ (Hornsey), Ltd., 40, Totenham ’ 
Hornsey, N8; St. John’s Wood BPO, Cj rla., 
NW38, adaptations to shops and flats, 
Sons, Ltd., North Circular-rd., Cricklewood, 
Midlothian: (TOB), Leith Customs Office, Edin 

adaptations, *James Turner & Co., Ltd Westin 
st., Edinburgh, 11. Warwickshire: Islington-row, 
Birmingham, 15, construction of new Government 
Offices, *Tersons, Ltd., 4, Dollis-pk., Finchley, Ni 
Hampshire: Junction of Derby- rd and High-st.. 

leigh, erection of new Crown building, *w. 3 
Chivers & Sons, Ltd., Devizes, Wilts. Yorkshi 

Cleckheaton, proposed new TE, erection and hire 
pletion, *Pickles Bros. (Bldrs.), Ltd., Mile Thorn, 
Halifax; Remploy, Dewsbury-rd., Leeds. alterations 
Mpg Kendall & Co., South- -parade, Pudsey, = 
eeds 


{London (MoW).—Contracts placed in week : 
January 28:— _ “— 

Essex: ‘* Weatherhead ’’ Factory, North-s 
church, alterations to form PO engineering’ _— 
*Douglas Grant & Ptnrs., 62, High-st., Hornchurch’ 
Lanarkshire: Cardonald P Office, SO, Paisley-rd., 
West Glasgow,- new welfare accommodation, 
*Woodcraft (Regd.), 64, Espedair- St., Paisley. 
Lancashire: Newton-st. PO, Manchester, internal and 
external decorations, *Arthur Pugh & Co., Ltd. 236, 
Bolton-rd., Salford, 6. London: Terminus Telephone 
Exchange, 235, Grays Inn-rd., WC1, internal decora- 
tions, *T. H. Kenyon & Sons. Ltd., Croxley-rd. . W9; 
King Edward-bldg., EC1, alterations on second ‘floor, 
*M. J. Gleeson (Contrs.), Ltd., Haredon House. 
London-rd., North Cheam, Surrey: War Office (Zone 
4), Whitehall, SWI, decorations and attendance on 
engineers, *Sykes & Son, Ltd., 8, Essex-st., WC2: 
Metropole-bldgs., Northumberland- ave. WC?, inter. 


erection o} 
Suttoa-rd., mete. 


NW) 


Vol. C 


SPEAI 

Bi 
made th 
note of 
prices ¢ 
group t 
fixed pr 
building 





nal cleaning and decorations, *Sykes & Son, Ltd., 


8, Essex-st., WC2. Middlesex: Perivale Telephone 
Exchange, Montpelier-ave., W5, alterations and 
additions, *F. Jackson (Contrs. ), Ltd., Glebe-ave., 


Ickenham, Middlesex. Northumberland: Post Office, 
Montaguest., Lemington, erection of telephone 
exchange, *R. W. Bell’ & Co. (Builders), Ltd., 
Mistletoe-rd., Jesmond, Newcastle-on-Tyne. 

{London (War Dept.).—Works contracts placed 
in week ended January 28:—Brecknockshire: heating 


installation, *J. G. Proger & Sons, Ltd., Cardiff. 
Co. Down: building work, *Henry Cole, Newry. 
Hampshire: wood flooring, *Eades Bros., Ltd., 
Andover; building work, *N. G. Piper, Ltd., 
Andover; roofing work, *E. H. Smith (Westhaven), 
Ltd., London. Hertfordshire: roadwork, *Constable 
Hart & Co., Ltd., Richmond, Surrey. London: 


painting and decorating, *Decorative Painting Con- 
tractors, Ltd., Hounslow, Middlesex. Northumber- 
land: painting and decorating, *Baxter Bros. (1920), 
Ltd., Newcastle. Oxfordshire: building work, *Mar- 
fix Co., Ltd., London. Warwickshire: building work, 
*F. Allard & Sons, Evesham. Wiltshire: painting and 
decorating, *W. T. Pickering & Sons, Ltd., Watford. 
Worcesterhire: building work, Geo. Harrison & Son 
(Builders), Ltd., Droitwich. 

Manchester.—Following for TC:—197 houses, flats 
and maisonettes at Vernon-rd., Bredbury: *Eric 
Entwisle, Ltd., Altrincham.—9 aged persons bunga- 
lows at Catterick Hall estate, Didsbury: *E. V. 
Hughes & Ptnrs., Manchester. 

Mansfield.—12 flats at Nursery-st. site for BC: *Hy. 
Boot & Sons (Reema), Ltd., Chesterfield, £15,405.— 
39 flats at Ladybrook estate: *H. Baggeley, Ltd., 
£51,187. 

Merthyr Tydfil.—Fire station, Treharris, for CBC. 
BE&S: D. C. W. Jones. QS: Brian E. Field, New- 


port: *D. I. Williams, Ltd., 30, North-rd., Cardiff. 

Newbury.—28 dwellings, including site works and 
roads, at Thatcham, for RDC: *Gregory Housing, 
Ltd., £42,373. 


Newcastle-on-Tyne.—Additions at Sandyford-rd. 
sec. mod. sch. and Elswick-rd. sec. mod. sch. for 
EC. City A: *J. T. Douglass, Tynedale-terr., New- 
castle. 

Notts.—Erection of Beeston Chilwell Sunnyside 
CP sch. for EC: *A. G. Clower, Ltd., Mansfield-rd., 
Hevbrook, Nottingham, £48,968. 

Oundle and Thrapston.—21 dwellings and 6 garages, 


Nassington, and 11 dwellings, King’s Cliffe. for RDC. 

H. G. Kenyon (L), Council Offices, Midland-rd., 
Thrapston: E. Bowman & Sons, £55,153; Rose & 
Sons, Ltd., £53,243; *Morton Potter, Ltd., Barkby- 


£48,481 (amended tender). : 
Whitecroft housing 
Boston, & Bell, 


rd., Leicester, 
Port Glasgow.—80 houses at 
development. A: Frank Burnet, 


(FA), 180, Hope-st., Glasgow, C2: *Lanarkshire 
Builders, Ltd., Holdness Mill, Mossend, Bellshill, 
£120,000. 


Kimberworth Park 
. Rother- 


Rotherham.—100 houses at 
estate for BC: *Beeden, Ltd., Thrybergh, nr 
ham. 

Sedgefield, Durham.—74 houses and 19 garages for 
RDC: *G. M. Pearson & Son, Ltd., Houghton-rd., 
Hetton-le-Hole, £80,067. 

South Shields.—88 houses at Whiteleas estate for 
TC. Boro’ E: John Reid: *Direct labour, £126,750. 

Westminster.—Modernisation of Probyn House, 
Regency-st., for City C. QS: Drower & Son: fE. J. 


Lacy & Co., Ltd., £79,996 (subject to approval of 
MH&LG). 

*York.—Block of 30 flats at Navigation-rd. for 
City C. City A, 8, St. Leonards-p]: *Wm. Birch & 


Sons, Ltd., Spen-la., York, £44,622. 
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